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EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROCEDURES
4.1.
EVALUATION COMMITTEE

All proposals received by the closing deadline will be evaluated by an Evaluation Committee.   The Committee shall make a recommendation to the designated procurement officer who will make the award, after appropriate Department and State approvals.

4.2.
QUALIFYING PROPOSALS

The Procurement Officer or Designee will first review each proposal for compliance with the mandatory  requirements described in the Specifications, Section 3, and with all other necessary requirements of this procurement.  

Failure to comply with any mandatory requirement shall disqualify an Offerors proposal.

4.3.
DISCRETION IN DETERMINING DEVIATIONS/ACCEPTANCE

The designated procurement officer shall determine which proposals have met the basic requirements of the RFP.  The procurement officer shall have the authority consistent with State law and regulation to determine whether any deviation from the requirements of this RFP is substantial in nature and may reject in whole or in part any and all proposals, waive minor irregularities, and conduct discussions with all responsible Offerors in any manner deemed necessary to serve the best interests of the Department.
4.4.
TECHNICAL EVALUATION

After determining compliance with the mandatory requirements, the Committee shall conduct its evaluation of the technical merit of each qualified proposal in accordance with the Evaluation Criteria listed below.

4.5. TECHNICAL EVALUATION CRITERIA

The criteria that will be used by the Committee for the evaluation of the technical proposals for this procurement are listed below. The criteria is listed in descending order of significance.


Evaluation Criteria
Corporate Experience, Capability and References (Section 3.4.4)

Work and Technical Plans (section 3.4.3)
Personnel (Section 3.4.5)




Economic Benefits Factor (3.4.6)
4.6
PRICE EVALUATION
The separate price volume of each qualified proposal will be distributed to the Committee following the completion of the evaluation of the technical proposal.  The Committee will establish a financial ranking of the proposals based on the total price proposed. 

4.7
FINAL SCORING AND SELECTION
The Committee will make recommendations for the award of the Contract to the responsible Offeror whose proposal is determined to be the most advantageous to the State, considering both the technical and the price factors set forth in this RFP. Technical merit will account for not more than sixty percent of the assigned value and price will account for not less than forty percent.  

Recommended Contract award, if any, resulting from this RFP, are subject to appropriate State approvals. 

	


4.8. 
EVALUATION OF REFERENCES
The Department reserves the right to contact customers referenced in the Offeror's proposal in order to gather additional references (Refer to Section 3.4.5).

4.9.
DISCUSSIONS

MSDE may request a Best and Final Offer.  Offerors who submit proposals initially judged by procurement officer to be reasonably susceptible of being selected for award may be asked to negotiate with the Department in developing a potential final contract. If the procurement officer determines that further negotiation is in the best interest of the Department, the procurement officer will advise all such Offerors how such negotiation shall be conducted.  Upon completion of all negotiations, each acceptable Offeror will be asked to submit its best and final proposal for consideration by the evaluation committee.  The procurement officer may select a Offeror based on the Offeror's written proposal and oral presentation, if any, without further negotiation.
