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PARTNERSHIP APPLIES FOR RACE TO THE TOP ASSESSMENT FUNDS

MARYLAND JOINS 25 OTHER STATES TO DEVELOP COMMON ASSESSMENT 

BALTIMORE (June 24, 2010) – Maryland and 25 other states have joined together to create the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC or Partnership). On behalf of the Partnership, Florida yesterday submitted an application to the U.S. Department of Education as part of the “Race to the Top” grant competition. 

Through the competition, the Department intends to allot $350 million to a group of states for the development of common assessments aligned to common standards for what students should learn at each grade level.  Together, the 26 PARCC states educate more than 60 percent of the K-12 students in the United States. 
Maryland is one of the 11 governing states that will lead the assessment development effort for the Partnership.  The others are: Arizona, the District of Columbia, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island, and Tennessee. Florida will serve as PARCC’s fiscal agent.

The goal of PARCC is to create an assessment system that will help states dramatically increase the number of students who graduate high school ready for college and careers and provide students, parents, teachers and policymakers with the tools they need to help students – from grade three through high school – stay on track and graduate prepared.

“Maryland has been consistently involved with reform programs that we believe will move our students forward,” said State Superintendent of Schools Nancy S. Grasmick. “The PARCC consortium is committed to designing assessments that will ensure our graduates are prepared for success after high school. There is no more important goal facing public education at this time.”

The proposed assessment system will be computer based and students will take parts of the assessment at key times during the school year, closer to when they learn the material, rather than waiting for one big test at the end of the year. Teachers and principals will be 
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able to see how students are progressing towards achieving the standards at key points in the school year, allowing them to adjust instructional practices or give extra support to students who need it.

Because the assessments will be developed by states in partnership with one another, they will provide a common metric for measuring the performance of their students; for the first time, meeting standards in one state will mean the same thing as in others.

In order to ensure the assessment system is anchored in what it takes to be successful in college and careers, higher education systems and institutions in all PARCC states will participate in the development of the new high school tests. The goal will be for those institutions, and the nearly 1,000 campuses they represent, to honor the results of the new assessments as an indicator of students’ readiness to take first-year credit-bearing courses.

PARCC has selected Achieve—a Washington, DC-based education nonprofit—to play a key role in coordinating the work of the Partnership, leveraging the organization’s experience in developing education standards, including helping develop the Common Core State Standards, and its experience leading multi-state assessment development efforts anchored in college- and career-ready goals.  Maryland has worked often with Achieve in a variety of areas.
To see the proposal and related materials, go to the Florida Department of Education web site at www.fldoe.org/parcc.

For a summary of the proposal and more information about Achieve’s college- and career- ready agenda, visit www.achieve.org/PARCCsummary.
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