Let's Use the Library!
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Maryland public libraries offer a wide variety of children's books and
magazines. In addition to printed materials, libraries often lend audiotapes, CDs, and
videocassettes of childrens' books and movies. Libraries are making computers available to the
public. Maryland’s libraries also sponsor special programs, including children's story hours,
summer reading programs, and homework help. If your child has special needs, be sure to ask
about services the library offers for the blind, the deaf, and those who are gifted or need remedial
help. Libraries have specially trained librarians for children. Their job is to connect children to
information and stories.

Here are some things you can do to introduce your child to the library:

¢ Include children--even infants--in trips to the library, and go often. As soon as you can,
help your child get a library card.

e Borrow recordings of children's stories and songs, cassette tapes, compact discs,
videotapes, even puppets and educational toys.

e Find out if your library has computers and how your children can use them to learn or
upgrade skills.

¢ Encourage your children to use the library to find information for their homework.
(Access free online homework help using tutor.com at the library or at home at

tutor.com/Maryland)

e Encourage your children to ask for help from you and the librarian in finding books and
materials.

e  Work with the librarian to teach older children how to find things in the library on their
own.

e Teach your children how to take care of themselves in public places, especially if they
use the library alone. Stress common sense guidelines for behavior in the library.
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for young children 218
e Sign up for a library card yourself, and check out books to learn b
stories, songs, rhymes, and fingerplays to use at home to stimulate ?

and encourage your child's development.

e Get a library card for your child as soon as possible. (Some libraries
will issue a card as soon as a child can write his or her name.)

e Encourage your child to check out books. This can encourage
responsibility, too.

e Take your child to the library for special programs.



Get Into the Act

for elementary school children

Reference Desk
for more advanced students

Get your child into reading programs at the library. Many children earn certificates or
other awards for reading books through special library programs.

Visit your children's school library, meet the school library media specialist, and see what
it has to offer. Help out with any book fairs the school sponsors. You'll learn a lot about
children's literature that way.

Enroll your child in computer courses the library may offer.

Encourage your children to use the library for schoolwork. Help them determine if the
library has the resources they need or if they need to check other information sources.
Give your children encouragement, advice, and a ride if they need it, but resist the
temptation to take over an assignment. Let your children be responsible for researching
and writing reports.

Check out the special services your library offers for helping students with school
assignments, such as homework hotlines and term paper clinics.

Build up your personal library. Books make great gifts.

Take 15 for the Family...Building a Lifetime of Learning is a new statewide initiative
launched by the Maryland State Department of Education. It encourages Maryland families to
dedicate 15 minutes each day to doing everyday activities, like eating dinner together, and
turning those moments into learning opportunities. The goals of the program are to build
awareness among parents that involvement in their children’s education is critical and to provide
resources to make this involvement easy and fun.

For more information, dial 1-888-246-0016 or log on to marylandpublicschools.org.

Content for this activity sheet was excerpted from the U.S. Department of Education’s “Learning
Partners, A Guide to Educational Activities for Families.”
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