

Standard 1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
The student will investigate and analyze environmental issues ranging from local to global perspectives and develop and implement a local action project that protects, sustains, or enhances the natural environment.   
Topic A: Environmental Issue Investigation
Indicator 1: Identify an environmental issue. 

a. Identify an environmental phenomenon as an event, a problem, and/or an issue.
b. Distinguish among fact and opinion, beliefs and values and discuss their source.
c. Identify a variety of viewpoints surrounding a particular issue.
Indicator 2: Develop and write research questions related to an environmental issue.
a. Identify the elements of the problem, issue or solution.
b. Identify and research knowledge related to the problem, issue or solution.
c. Identify opinions and attitudes related to the problem, issue or solution including:
· Behaviors related to the problem, issue or solution
· Unstated assumptions that underlie the opinions held by the stakeholders involved in the issue.
· Physical characteristics associated with the problem, issue or solution.
d. Develop and write a research question for an identified issue.
Indicator 3: Given a specific issue, communicate the issue, the stakeholders involved and 
                     the stakeholders’ beliefs and values.  
Indicator 4: Design and conduct the research, including: 
a. Identification of relevant and reliable sources of data; 
b. Collection of data using proper protocols;
c. Identification of sources of reliable information related to the problem, issue or solution;
d. Identification and selection of sources that represent a variety of  viewpoints;
e. Identification of resources available through local, state and federal government agencies, scientific organizations, nonprofits, resource professionals, expert individuals; 

f. Conducting research according to library/media/technology standards.
g. Distinguishing among surveys, questionnaires and opinionnaires.
h. Conducting the research. 

Indicator 5: Use data and references to interpret findings to form conclusions, including 

a. Distinguishing among results, conclusions and inferences;
b. Using a variety of methods to analyze and display data;
c. Using data to support a position and to refute the positions of others;
d. Defending the validity of the data;  
e. Communicating the results of research; 
f. Making recommendations supported by data to help address or resolve the issue;
g. Engaging in peer review. 
B.  Action Component
Indicator 1: Use recommendation(s) to develop and implement an environmental action plan.

Indicator 2: Communicate, evaluate and justify personal views on environmental issue
                   and alternate ways to address them.

Indicator 3: Analyze the effectiveness of the action plan in terms of achieving the desired outcomes. 
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