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Achievement Matters Most
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Getting Started  Latest Headlines :
Q SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT IN MARYLAND
Standards Q|
2 How do we test what students | - - '~=rned? (MSA :

Public Release Item
Brief Constructed Response Item for Grade 3

Standard 3.0 Comprehension of Literary Text
Topic A. Comprehension of Literary Text
Indicator 6. Determine important ideas and messages in literary tex
Objective a. Identify and explain main ideas and universal themes
Assessment limits:

* In the text or a portion of the text
* Literal versus interpretive meanings of a text or a portion ¢
» Message, moral, or lesson learned from the text

Read the story 'Saved by a Fly' and answer the following question.
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‘What lesson could someone learn from this story? Use details from t'
answer.

Write your answer on your answer document. Inu ,, -y,
O can Jjy,
o lang

e 1a Student B, #1
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Score for Sample Student Response #1: Rubric Score 3

Annotation, Using the Rubric: This response demonstrates an understanding of the

complexities of the text. The student provides a lesson, "never give up,” and uses specific events
from the text to illustrate the lesson: "Fly cept on bitting and buzzing ... he almost drowned ... he
didn't give up he cept on going.” 4

Done
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Standard 3.0 Comprehension of Literary Text
Topic A. Comprehension of Literary Text
Indicator 6. Analyze and interpret important ideas and messages in litera’
Objective a. Analyze main ideas and universal themes
Assessment limits:

* Literal versus interpretive meanings of a text or a portion of text
# Experiences, emotions, issues, and ideas in a text that give rise

the hogs

Read the story 'Arachne’ and ‘Damon and Pythias' and answer the following [ With fe, -lﬂc'nn',),ﬂ'f

V'-nth“';‘ ‘lhm, hag
Choose one sentence from either "Arachne® or "Damon and Pythias" that "’whnc ,,"’ IO thay
author's message. Explain how the sentence you chose best expresses that messa' hﬂw,’“”l’ ang
your choice with details from the myth.

Write your answer on your answer document,

Sample Student R #1
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Score for Sample Stud Resg #1: Rubric Score 3

Annotation, Using the Rubric: The response demonstrates an understanding of the

complexities of the text. The student identifies a sentence from "Arachne": *. . . but how vain and
foolish it is to contend with the immortal gods, from whom comes all skill!™ The student interprets

the author's message to mean, ". . . it is foolish to compete with those more powerful and skillful

than you just for pride.” The student clarifies this message through the effective use of

text-relevant information: "Arachne was so conceited and arrogant that it clouded her thinking

and she was punished.” 1

Done
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e SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT IN MARYLAND
Instruction O
2 Assessment

Sample Item
Selected Response Item for Grade 3

Standard 5.0 Knowledge of Probability
Topic B. Theoretical Probability
Indicator 1. Identify the probability of one simple event
Objective a. Describe the probability of an event using words
Assessment limit: Use probability terms of more (or most) likely, less (or least) likely, or
equally likely

Diane and Charlie are playing a game with a spinner. The spinner is shown below.

What can be said about the spinner?

A. All of the colors are equally likely.
B. Red is more likely than yellow.
C. Yellow is more likely than red.

D. Red is more likely than blue.

Correct Answer
A

2 Return

Done
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Standards Q
2 How do we test what students have learned? (MSA)

Sample Item
Selected Response Item for Grade 6

Standard 6.0 Knowledge of Number Relationships and Computation/Arithmetic
Topic C. Number Computation
Indicator 1. Analyze number relations and compute

Objective a. Add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers and express answers in simplest
form

Assessment limit: Use proper fractions and denominators as factors of 60 (0-20)
George is making two cakes using two different recipes. One recipe uses 1 % cups of flour and the

other recipe uses 1 %cups of flour. What is the total amount of flour, in cups, needed for both
recipes?

A. 211—2¢ups
4
B. 2—
3 cups
C. 3écups
3
D. 3=
3 cups
Correct Answer
[
.
2 Return  *
¥
Done

Session TA

Directions
Use the information and graph below to answer Numbers 1 and 2.

Owls hunt mostly rodents. The graph below shows changes in the owl and
rodent populations in a woodland area over several years.

OWL AND RODENT POPULATIONS

Key
owls= [

radents = [JJj

Number of Animals

1 According to this graph, which statement best describes the
relationship between the owl and rodent populations?

C A Asthe owl population increases, the rodent population decreases.

O B Asthe owl

O € Asthe rode SESSIOH IA .

change.
Use the graph to describe how the owl and rodent populations interact
© D As the rode with one another. In your response be sure to
change.

+ explain how the owls in this woodland area interact with each other
when the rodent population is very low

+ identify the role of the owls and rodents within this woodland food
chain

Write your answer in the space provided.

Session TA ®

Directions

Use the diagram below to answer Numbers 10 and 11.

Ilce Cube Melting

10  Which model best represents the motion of the water molecules as the
ice cube becomes liquid water?

O A no motion — slow motion
O B slow motion — no motion
O € slow motion — fast motion

2 D fast motion — slow motion

11 What type of energy is transferred as the ice cube changes from a
solid to a liquid?

O A chemical
O B radiant
O € mechanical

O D heat

Grade 8 Science Page 16 @
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