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Student Learning Objectives (SLOs)

Guiding Questions for Principals to Write SLOs

	SLO Component
	

	Objective Summary Statement 
	1. Summarize the long term academic goal for students e.g. School Improvement Goal 

	Data Review & Baseline Evidence
	2. Describe and explain the process and information used to create this SLO.

a) Identify specific data sources used in the data analysis process. 
b) What is the baseline data for current student performance levels including student subgroup populations? (English language learners, special education, free and reduced meals, gifted and talented, race/ethnicity)

	Student Population
	3. Describe and explain the student group(s) selected for this SLO.

a) What is the total number and school percentage of students targeted for this SLO? 

b) What is the grade level or performance level of the students?
c) Does this student population represent the majority of the school and/or does it represent a student subgroup? (English language learners, special education, free and reduced meals (FARMS), gifted and talented, race/ethnicity)

	Learning Content
	4. Describe the specific content focus for this SLO.
a) Does the content support attainment of College and Career Readiness via Maryland Common Core State Curriculum, Maryland curriculum, international, national, or industry standards? 
b) Explain why this particular objective was chosen and is an appropriate area of priority & focus i.e. aligned with district Master Plan and/or School Improvement Plan, addresses underperforming subgroups, etc.  

	Instructional Interval
	5. Describe the instructional period for this SLO.

This is typically a school year unless there is a compelling reason for a shorter interval. If other than a year, please state interval and provide rationale.

	Target  
	6. Describe and explain the expectations for student growth for students included in this SLO.
a) Are the expectations for all groups of students included in this SLO defined? (e.g. achievement level, scores, percentages) 
b) If appropriate, are targets tiered to reflect differentiation among students? 
c) Explain why the target is appropriate and rigorous, including impact of any complexity factors (E.g. subgroup diversity, unusually high number of transient students, block scheduling, co-teaching circumstances, and specific facility issues).
d) What are the measures or assessments used to provide on-going & summative evidence of students’ growth toward meeting the target?

e) Do the assessment/measures meet the criteria established by the district, if applicable?

	Evidence of Growth
	7. Describe what evidence will be used to determine student progress or growth?

a) Identify the measures or assessments. For example: pre- and post-testing, formative, summative, performance-based) 
b) Are the measures aligned to standards?
c) How was it determined that the assessments are appropriate for the student populations listed?

d) Will they provide the evidence to determine if the target has been met?

e) Do the measures meet criteria established by state or district, if applicable?

	Leadership and Professional Development
	8.    Describe and explain leadership strategies and professional development to support attainment of SLO.

a)   Describe the key leadership strategies you will employ to support teachers and their students in reaching the growth target for this SLO. 
b)   Identify the professional development you need to support your leadership for this SLO.


This document is intended to provide information and guidance regarding the components of a SLO. The questions will assist principals in completing the Student Learning Objective Template for Principals prior to submission to the supervisor/evaluator.  Supervisors will use the Rubric for Approving Principal Written SLO to review and approve the SLO.

