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The Committee on Library Information Literacy and Ethical Use will share and develop PreK-12 and higher education promising practices on issues of library information literacy, academic integrity, and ethical use as they impact students in all disciplines. In conducting its work, the committee will rely on peer reports and recommendations in the areas of PreK-12 and higher education librarianship, judicial programs and ethics, as well as other documents deemed appropriate by the co-chairs of the Committee.  

Background 
At the February 2005 meeting of the K-16 Workgroup, K-12 and higher education librarians shared information on the need for a statewide dialogue on library information literacy and ethical use in order to develop policies that impart to Maryland’s PreK-12 and higher education students:

· The importance of academic integrity and ethical use

· The destructive impact of plagiarism on student achievement 

· The significance of library information literacy and its correlation to student success

The librarians proposed that a statewide committee be formed through the PreK-16 Partnership to address these issues. The PreK-16 Workgroup accepted their invitation to form a committee, and received support from the PreK-16 Leadership Council at its June 2005 meeting to establish a Committee on Library Information Literacy and Ethical Use.
Definition of Academic Integrity and Ethical Use 
One of the challenges in addressing academic integrity and ethical use is lack of a common definition.  The Committee believes that any definition of academic integrity and ethical use must include a values dimension as well as an acknowledgement of the legal context surrounding these complex issues.  For the purposes of our report, academic integrity and ethical use are defined as the use of resources, not of one’s own creation, in a manner that adheres to intellectual property principles while upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  Academic integrity and ethical use mean that a user respects the ideas and works of others, gives proper attribution for the intellectual property of others, and adheres to their institution’s rules and codes of conduct. (Center for Academic Integrity, 1999)
The Problem
National trends show an increase in plagiarism at the PreK-12 level which parallels the trends reported in the University System of Maryland higher education institutions. 
According to McCabe (2006) one of the co-founders of the Center for Academic Integrity, 
· in a study of 18,000 students at 61 PreK-12 schools, over 70% of respondents admitted to one or more instances of serious test cheating;
· in a study of almost 50,000 undergraduates on over 60 campuses, on most campuses, 70% of students admitted to some cheating; and 
· in a study of 10,000 faculty members at institutions of higher education, 44% were aware of cheating but never reported the student.

It is difficult to find information about academic integrity and ethical use violations in Maryland.  Data generally are confidential within the Maryland PreK-12 schools systems. We can only anecdotally report the frustration teachers share regarding students’ lack of knowledge on proper citation, the increase in ‘cutting and pasting’ reaching an epidemic level, and the lack of consequences for student infractions.  While local school system Acceptable Use Policies (AUP) and Student Code of Conduct Policies are extremely important, we must acknowledge that policies placed in print without thorough explanation and monitoring during the year, and throughout the PreK-12 experience, have proved to be ineffective. In many instances consequences do not take place until similar scenarios play out in the higher education environment.  Policies differ widely among institutions of higher education, and implementation within each institution may be inconsistent.  In order to adequately respond to this growing problem, baseline data is needed on academic integrity and ethical use policies and practices in Maryland school systems and institutions of higher education. We can use that information to make a concerted effort to knowledgeably, efficiently and appropriately respond to this growing problem in a coordinated manner. 

Our Beliefs

· The unethical use of information is a growing problem that needs to be addressed.
· The policies associated with academic integrity and ethical use need to be strengthened and aligned across local school systems and institutions of higher education.
· Academic integrity is not just a library issue.  It is an educational issue and it is a societal issue.
· A comprehensive vertical articulation plan is needed to address academic integrity and ethical use through collaboration between PreK-12 and higher education.
· Academic integrity and ethical use are everyone’s responsibility.
· Through policy, public and educator awareness, and instructional programs, we can address these issues.
Goals

1. To strengthen, align and make apparent expectations and policies on academic integrity in school systems and institutions of higher education;
2. To assure that academic integrity and ethical use issues are addressed in every Maryland PreK-16 classroom and institution;
3. To create an understanding of the issues of academic integrity and ethical use among all stakeholders.
Expected Outcomes

1. School systems and institutions of higher education will have strong, consistent, aligned and publicly accessible policies on academic integrity and ethical use;
2. PreK-16 students will understand academic integrity and ethical use issues and demonstrate effective practices;
3. Increased awareness of academic integrity and ethical use by the public in Maryland will create a shared responsibility among schools, parents, and community.
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Recommendations
The Committee asks that the Leadership Council:
1.  Endorse a statewide baseline data study.  This study would build on the work done by the C3 (Cyberethics, Cybersafety and Cybersecurity ) Institute at the University of Maryland. The Institute provides outreach services to the educational community about the ethical, legal, safety, and security implications of technology use.   The study would (1) document instances of academic dishonesty and ethical use violations in Maryland PreK-12 school systems and institutions of higher education; (2) examine how the cases are reported and managed; (3) review existing Acceptable Use Policies, Student Code of Conduct and other documentation; and (4) document Honor Codes and other policies and practices currently in place. This baseline data could be used to determine if and how vertical articulation between PreK-12 and higher education exists, to ensure effective and consistent models and practices, and to highlight possible best practices and strategies already in place in Maryland. Maryland data would be compared with national best practices and strategies. In light of their previous work, we suggest that this study be done by the C3 Institute.  The Committee will work to seek funding for this project and may ask the Council for a letter of support.
2.  Continue the PreK-16 Committee on Information Literacy and Ethical Use as an ad hoc committee of the PreK-16 Leadership Council, with a plan to report to the Council in June 2008.
3.  Support the Committee’s work to implement the action plan detailed in this white paper, and the Committee’s efforts to seek funding for the plan.
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