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Recommendations for High School Assessments Specific to the Commission’s Charge

Full data will be universally available to teachers within 45 days of administering any assessment or
June 30, whichever occurs first. MSDE will petition PARCC to release data sooner. Professional
development will be ongoing with regard to the retrieval, usage and analysis of the data to inform
instruction. The focus of the data analysis will move away from pass/fail status to a focus on
instructional implications and how to improve student achievement. Data regarding a parent’s child,
the school, district and state will be available to parents within 60 days of the assessment.

The Biology HSA during the 2016-2017 school year will be administered but not a graduation
requirement. The Biology HSA will be designed in a way that is least disruptive to the school day and
classroom instruction (each section will be of a length that allows testing within the classroom).

Students and parents will elect which 11* grade assessment the student will take for English and
Mathematics in accordance with SB740 at the beginning of the 11" grade year. Each LEA will share
which assessment they will offer at no cost to the students.

The length and structure of PARCC assessments is not commensurate with other assessments that are
administered at the high school level (HSA, SAT, ACT, AP Exams). MSDE should communicate, with
transparency, the consequences of further streamlining the testing process (reducing the total length of
the test, reducing the number of units, and making the units shorter to fit into one class period) without
compromising the data collection. After PARCC shares their findings, MSDE will determine what
adjustments will be made to reduce the impact of the PARCC testing on instruction.

As MSDE creates the new accountability system for LEAs, it should expand and diversify the measures
that demonstrate student and school success with the purpose of de-emphasizing assessment.

All 24 LEA’s should create their own commission to review their local assessment procedures with the
goal of looking backwards (why are we here?) and looking forward (how will we reduce the amount of
locally mandated assessments?). This work should be completed by December 1, 2016 and presented to
MSDE. The commissions at the LEA level would include the following stakeholder groups:

Each high school will be allocated a testing coordinator. The testing coordinator will be responsible for
the logistics of administering all assessments at the high school level (HSAs, PARCC, IB, AP, ACT,
SAT as appropriate). They will collect and distribute data to stakeholder groups. The testing
coordinator will coordinate professional development regarding the retrieval, usage and analysis of the
data to inform instruction. They will maintain information about the career and college readiness status
of students.



