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Public Charter Schools in Maryland 
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 50 public charter schools - 
62 approved, 12 closed 

 5 local school systems 
 19,000 K-12 students 
 18,000 students on 

waiting lists in 2015 
 33 non profit operators 

 
 

 



Baltimore City 
34 schools 

St. Mary’s County 
1 school 

Prince George’s County 
10 schools 

Frederick County 
3 schools 

Anne Arundel County 
2 schools 

 

Carroll County 
1 school will open in 2016 

 

Maryland’s  Public Charter Schools by  
Local School System 
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Maryland State Assessment, 2014, % Proficient and Advanced for 
Charter and non-Charter Schools  
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Maryland State Board of Education  
Policy on Public Charter Schools (2010) 

 Purpose of the State’s public charter 
schools… 
 Close achievement gaps 
 Increase high quality educational opportunities 
 Allow, through chartering, public school freedom and 

flexibility in exchange for exceptional levels of results-
driven accountability 

 Encourage the replication of successful public charter 
schools 
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Provisions of MD Public Charter School Law 
(2003, Education Article§9-101 et seq) 
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Local School Boards are 
the authorizers of public 

charter schools. The 
State Board hears 

appeals.  

Public Charter Schools 
are bound by all state 

and local laws, policies 
and regulations, unless 

waived. 

Public Charter School 
staff are employees of 

the Local School System 
and are represented by 

the local bargaining 
units.  

Per pupil funding must 
be commensurate with 
the amount of funding 
expended on behalf of 

all public school 
students. 

Open Enrollment and 
admission by lottery.  



Amendments to the Law, 2015 
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Weighted Lotteries 

 
Funding Study 
 

Flexibility Provisions for 
Eligible Schools 



Weighted Lotteries may be proposed 
by the public charter school. 
 Greater weight for disadvantaged 

students. 
 Geographic attendance area with median 

income < median income of county/city. 
 Students from another school of same 

operator, e.g. middle to high. 
 A converted school may retain its zone.  
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Weighted Lotteries - process 

 The public charter school proposes a plan. 
 The local board of education approves or rejects. 
 Weighted lottery plan can be severed from the 

application.  
 35% limit for the geographic attendance area and 

students from another school of the operator.   
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 Purpose: “to calculate the average 
operating expenditures by each local 
school system for students enrolled in a 
public school…to be aggregated at the 
State level to serve as the baseline for 
determining commensurate funding for all 
public schools.” (SB 595, Chapter 311, Acts of 2015) 

Funding Study 
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               Funding Study - process 

 MSDE team: Division of Student, Family and School 
Support, Deputy for Finance, and Government 
Relations 

 In consultation with the Department of Legislative 
Services 

12 

RFP and Selection: 
September – October 

2015 

Contract  issued; monitoring 
December  2015-September 2016 

Report due to Governor and 
General Assembly 

October 2016 



Flexibility Provisions - Eligibility 
 
 Criteria 
 Operating at least 5 years. 
 Sound fiscal management. 
 Student achievement exceeding the average 

of the local school system. 
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Flexibility Provisions - Policy 
 The law provides eligible charter schools 

exemption from local policies including: 
 Textbook, instructional program, curriculum, 

professional development and scheduling. 
 School community council 
 School improvement plan (except as required by 

Title I) 
 Class size, except for pre-Kindergarten 
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Flexibility Provisions - Staffing 
 

 An eligible charter school may not be assigned 
a principal without consent of the charter school 
operator. 

 For an eligible charter school, staff members 
shall be assigned to the charter school, when 
the staff member wants the assignment and the 
charter school agrees.   
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Flexibility Provisions  - Implementation 

 The State Board shall develop standards 
and criteria by which an eligible charter 
school shall be assessed by the local 
board.  

 Criteria 
 Operating at least 5 years 
 Sound fiscal management 
 Student achievement exceeding the average 

of the local school system. 
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Thank you. 
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Carol Beck,  
Office of School Innovations 
carol.beck@maryland.gov 

Kristina Kyles-Smith, CAGS 
Assistant State Superintendent 
Division of Student, Family and School Support 
kristina.kyles@maryland.gov 
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