






Understanding Maryland’s College, Career, and Civic Life 
State Standards for Social Studies 

2006 
Maryland State Curriculum – Social Studies 

 
          Standard 1.0  Political Science 
          Standard 2.0  Peoples of the Nations and World 
          Standard 3.0  Geography 
          Standard 4.0  Economics 
          Standard 5.0  History 
          Standard 6.0  Social Studies Skills and Processes 

2013 
College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards 

 
          Dimension 1  Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries 
          Dimension 2  Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools 
          Dimension 3  Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence 
          Dimension 4  Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action 

What Does This Mean? 
Standard 1-5 of the current Maryland State Social Studies Curriculum will remain the 
same with one minor name change – Standard 1.0 Political Science will now be - Civics 

 
The major change will be to the current Standard 6.0 Skills and Processes 

 
2014 
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What is C3 and why is Maryland incorporating it into the 
Social Studies Curriculum Framework?   C3 provides the tools that 
students need to recognize societal problems; ask good questions and develop 
robust investigations into them, consider possible solutions and consequences; 
separate evidence based claims from parochial opinions; and communicate and 
act upon what they learn. Now more than ever, students need these strong tools 
for and methods of, clear and disciplined thinking in order to traverse 
successfully the world of college, career, and civic life.                                                                                                       
 

 

 

What are the shifts?      

Teachers will now be required to… 

…Craft questions that spark and sustain an inquiry 

               …Cultivate and nurture collaborative civic spaces 

                        …Integrate content and skills purposefully  

                   …Promote literacy practices and outcomes 

                   …Provide tangible opportunities for taking informed action 

 
 

 

What will change and how will classroom instruction 
be affected? There will be minimal changes to the current 
Maryland State Social Studies Curriculum. What is taught will not 
change. But there will be a shift on How the content is delivered in the 
classroom. The C3 focuses on inquiry skills and key concepts. This 
means that only the Skills and Processes section of the current 
curriculum will be changed.  

How will MSDE assist with these shifts? MSDE has already begun providing 
professional development for teachers through training sessions that were offered at 
the Summer CCR Conferences. The sessions included these topics: Understanding C3, 
Developing Historical Investigations, and Using Primary Sources. MSDE staff will 
continue to plan professional development opportunities to assist the LEA’s with these 
changes.  
 



The Maryland Social 
Studies Standards 

 
College, Career & Civic Life 

C3 Framework for Social Studies State 
Standards 



Maryland’s Current Curriculum 
 Standard 1.0 Political Science 
 Standard 2.0 Peoples of the Nations and          
                          World 
 Standard 3.0 Geography 
 Standard 4.0 Economics 
 Standard 5.0 History 
 Standard 6.0 Skills & Processes 

 
 



C3-College, Career & Civic Life Framework 
for Social Studies State Standards 

 
 Dimension 1 Developing Questions and 

Planning Inquiries 
 Dimension 2 Applying Disciplinary Concepts 

and Tools 
 Dimension 3 Evaluating Sources and Using 

Evidence 
 Dimension 4 Communicating Conclusions and 

Taking Informed Action  



Why Change? 
To capture the objectives of C3 which is to: 
 
 Enhance rigor 
 Build critical thinking, problem solving and 

participatory skills  
 Align to the Maryland College & Career 

Literacy Standards  



Processes & Skills 6.0 
6.0 Social Studies Processes & Skills –  
    Students shall use reading, writing, and      

thinking processes and skills to gain 
knowledge and understanding of political, 
historical, and current events using 
disciplinary and inquiry literacies.  



What Will Change? 
Standard 6.0 Skills & Processes 
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