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Dr. Henry Johnson, Chief Academic Officer 



HB 452 sets out a prescribed set of steps 
and actions May 2015 - October 2016. 

 MSDE surveyed local school systems in June 
and July 2015. 

 The report was submitted August 2015. 
 School systems and interested groups 

submitted comments on  the report to the State 
Board by November 30,2015. 

 The State Board must respond to the report and 
compile comments by December 31, 2015 



Requirements of HB 452 November 2015 – 
October 2016 

 Commission to Review Assessments met for 
the first time in November 2015. 

 Commission will report its findings by July 2016. 
 Local Boards of Education will review and 

consider findings by September 2016. 
 State Board will respond to the Commission 

findings by October 1, 2016. 



Summary of the local board of education and 
organization comments 

 Comments were received from 28 local boards 
of education and education organizations 

 Comments were placed into the three major 
categories identified for study by the 
Commission 
 Assessments – their impact on schools, the school 

day, and instruction 
 Duplicative testing 
 Types, uses and purposes of assessments  



What are the important issues that the State Board 
should address in December 2015 response? 

 Local control versus state policy 
 Duplicative testing 

 Frequency of assessments (such as benchmark and 
interim assessments)  

 Using one assessment for multiple purposes 
 Finding a balance between teacher determined 

assessment practices, locally mandated assessments, 
and State mandated assessments. 



Comments and recommendations 

 Comments and recommendations related to the 
results of MSDE’s surveys 

 Format of the December 2015 submission to 
the General Assembly 
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