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TO: Members of the Maryland State Board of Education
FROM:  Jack R. Smith, Ph.D -
DATE: December 8, 2015

SUBJECT: Local, State and Federally Mandated Assessments

PURPOSE:

To provide a summary of the time students spend taking local, State and federally mandated
assessments in each Maryland school system by grade level, to provide an update on actions taken thus
far to meet the requirements of House Bill 452/Chapter 421 — Commission to Review Maryland’s Use
of Assessments and Testing in Public Schools, and to discuss the State Board’s response to the MSDE
survey of mandated assessments in each school system.

BACKGROUND:

The 2015 General Assembly passed House Bill 452, which prescribes a set of steps and actions
between May 2015 and September 2016. (Attachment 1 — Commission on Assessments Timeline)

MSDE fulfilled the first two requirements of the law by submitting both the matrix and narrative
reporting requirements on how much time students spend in each grade level and in each school
system taking local, State and federally mandated assessments. The tool used to collect the information
contained all of the components required by the legislation. While the law set two different deadlines
for the submission of the matrix and narrative components of the report, MSDE submitted both in the
August for two reasons: 1) it made sense to collect all of the information from school systems at the
same time, and 2) the narrative gives valuable information to help the reader fully understand the
meaning and context of the various matrices.

Gathering assessment information from 24 local school systems in a systematic and consistent manner
given the variability and complexity of the assessment programs in each system required a multi-step
process with extensive communication between MSDE and local school system staff. MSDE created
four teams to conduct in-person visits with each school system. These teams prepared for the visits by
establishing common understandings and conducting a test visit to Baltimore City. The process was
refined before teams spread out across the state.

During the information gathering phase, MSDE provided a blank assessment matrix to each school
system. Most schoo! systems completed the matrices prior to MSDE’s visit with one matrix completed
for each type of assessment. During the visit, MSDE reviewed the matrices, asked clarifying questions
and asked the school system to make edits prior to submitting the final documents to MSDE. In some
cases, there were multiple communications prior to the final draft being submitted.
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All school systems verified the accuracy of the matrices prior to their inclusion in the mandated August
2015 report.

The August report was submitted, as required, to the State Board of Education, each county board of
education, the Governor, the General Assembly, the Maryland Association of Boards of Education, the
Maryland State Education Association, the Maryland PTA, and the Public School Superintendents
Association of Maryland. Each county board of education and educational organization listed was
notified of its obligation to review and consider the results of the survey and make comments and
recommendations to the State Board by November 30, 2015. On or before December 31, 2015, the
State Board of Education is required to review and consider the results of the survey, make comments
and recommendations related to the results of the survey, and submit a compilation to the General
Assembly.

Since August, MSDE has worked with local school systems to produce a one page chart summarizing
the time spent on local, State and federally mandated assessments in each school system in each grade.
{Attachment 2)

In addition, House Bill 452/Chapter 421 established a Commission to Review Maryland’s Use of
Assessments and Testing in Public Schools. The Commission was appointed by Governor Larry
Hogan, consists of 19 members {one seat vacant), and met for the first time on November 17, 2015.
The Commission has defined tasks and must report its findings and recommendations to the State
Board of Education and each county board of education by July 1, 2016. By October 1, 20186, the State
Board is required to review, consider, and make comments and recommendations related to whether it
accepts or rejects the Commission’s findings and recommendations.

At its first meeting, the Commission discussed its charge, the timeline of work, and the MSDE August
report. Members identified additional information they would like to receive, The Chair will identify
areas of common interest and will plan future agendas accordingly. On December 17, the
Commission’s agenda will include an update on Congressional actions relating to the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act and will discuss the number of hours students spent taking mandated
assessments in each grade in each school system.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY::

During the school system visits this past summer, the conversations between local school system and
MSDE staff members were comprehensive and dynamic. A number of school systems indicated that
they were thinking about or in the process of reviewing and making changes to their student
assessment programs. Thus, it is important to note that the August report provides a snapshot of the
locally mandated assessments as of that time. The assessment programs in some school systems have
been adjusted for this school year, and some school systems have plans to change their mandated
assessment programs for next school year; therefore the times in the chart in Attachment 4 do not
necessarily match the times listed for locally mandated assessments in the August report.
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Attachment 3 contains a summary of the comments submitted by 28 local boards of education and
educational organizations. The comments are grouped under the three major topics that the
Commission will be considering at its second meeting on December 17, 2015.

It is important to note that several school systems have different approaches to administering local
assessments, with differences in the degree to which local assessments are centralized. An assessment
was determined to be mandated if the local school system required that a common assessment be
administered to a specific group of students. Just because a school system has a greater number of
locally mandated assessments, however, does not mean that students in that school system take a
greater number of tests. Thus, I caution readers of the August report and the attached table of time
spent on assessments not to make comparisons between counties without more in-depth information.

The State Board of Education must compile a report, including comments and recommendations
related to the results of the MSDE surveys, for submission to the General Assembly no later than
December 31, 20135.

ACTION:

The State Board will review, consider, and make comments and recommendations related to the results
of the MSDE surveys. The State Board will then submit a compilation of the comments and
recommendations of the State Board, each county board of education, and each organization listed in
the law.

JRS/gmhb

Attachments
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IB 452 sets out a prescribed set of steps
and actions May 2015 - October 2016.

o MSDE surveyed local school systems in June
and July 2015.

o The report was submitted August 2015.

O School systems and interested groups
submitted comments on the report to the State
Board by November 30,2015.

0 The State Board must respond to the report and
compile comments by December 31, 2015

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS
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Requirements of HB 452 November 2015 —
October 2016

O Commission to Review Assessments met for
the first time in November 2015.

o Commission will report its findings by July 2016.

0 Local Boards of Education will review and
consider findings by September 2016.

o State Board will respond to the Commission
findings by October 1, 2016.

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS
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Summary of the local board of education and
organization comments

O Comments were received from 28 local boards
of education and education organizations

o Comments were placed into the three major
categories identified for study by the
Commission

Assessments — their impact on schools, the school
day, and instruction

Duplicative testing
Types, uses and purposes of assessments

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS
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What are the important issues that the State Board
should address in December 2015 response?

0 Local control versus state policy
0o Duplicative testing

Frequency of assessments (such as benchmark and
Interim assessments)

Using one assessment for multiple purposes

0 Finding a balance between teacher determined

assessment practices, locally mandated assessments,
and State mandated assessments.

i A -
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Comments and recommendations

O Comments and recommendations related to the
results of MSDE’s surveys

O Format of the December 2015 submission to
the General Assembly

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

PREPARING WORLD CLASS STUDENTS




	Tab-E2-LocalStateFederallyMandatedAssessmentsPowerPoint.pdf
	Maryland State �Department of Education
	HB 452 sets out a prescribed set of steps and actions May 2015 - October 2016.
	Requirements of HB 452 November 2015 – October 2016
	Summary of the local board of education and organization comments
	What are the important issues that the State Board should address in December 2015 response?
	Comments and recommendations


