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The Board of Education and Superintendent of Dorchester County Public Schools ask

that you respect the concept of local autonomy with regard to decisions concerning the

establishment of the annual school calendar. Qur school system maintains a standing calendar
committee comprised of representatives from various stakeholder groups that take national, state,
and local variables into consideration prior to making the best recommendation for our school

district,

In recent years, the specific recommendation of that group has been to begin the school
year prior to Labor Day. Besides being the strong local preference of parents, students, and

community members, our educators cite weather related impacts, ongoing professional

development and training needs, state and local testing windows/mandates, extracurricular
programs, and other pedagogical considerations.

Our district has made significant progress in recent years towards our mission that each
student become college and career ready. Please allow us the prerogative of making critically

important calendar decisions so that we may maintain this positive momentum.

Smcerely,
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STUDENT MISSION PLEDGE: “All students will finish their programs of studv and become college and career ready. ™



