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2013 Legislative Session 
 
Chapter 336 (SB 963) Task Force to Study a Post-Labor Day Start Date for Maryland Public 
Schools 
Statute that establishes the task force including its purpose, the participants, and the date (June 
30, 2014) by which the report must be submitted to the governor.  
 
SB 936:  Department of Legislative Services Fiscal and Policy Note 
Document provides a fiscal summary and analysis of the bill. 
 
Current Statues and Regulations Regarding School Calendar 
 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article §7-103 
This statute requires each public school under the jurisdiction of a county board to be open for 
180 school days and a minimum of 1,080 school hours in a 10-month period. It further 
stipulates the minimum hours per day and prohibits schools from opening on weekends or 
holidays.  The Statute further provides a provision for Local School System’s (LSS’s) to apply to 
the State Board of Education for waiver of these requirements in the event of a natural disaster, 
civil disaster or severe weather conditions. 
 
COMAR 13A.02.01.04 Length of the School Year. 
This regulation states that LSS must be open for a minimum of 180 days per year and provides 
the process for applying for a waiver of the 180-day requirement.  
 
COMAR 13A.03.02.12 General Provisions. 
This regulation sets forth the school year requirements for secondary schools as 180 school 
days and 1,170 hours.  It also including requirements for transfer students, notices to 
parents/guardians and students, and grading and reporting.  
 
Additional Information Regarding Public School Calendars and Labor Day 
 
Chart, 2013-2014 Public School Opening and Closing Dates  
This chart provides the opening and closing dates of each of the 24 LSS’s.   

• Earliest Opening Date:  August 19th (Frederick and Prince George’s County)   
• Latest Opening Date: August 27th (Talbot) 
• Earliest Closing Date: May 30th (Allegany) 
• Latest Closing Date: June 18th (Howard) 



 
Chart, Public School Start and End Dates: Ten Years of Historical Data 
This chart provides a ten-year summary of the opening and closing dates dating back to 2004-
2005 school year. 

• 2004-2005: Four (4) LSS’s opened post-Labor Day (Baltimore City, Somerset, Wicomico, 
and Worcester) 

• 2005-2006 through 2007-2008: Two (2) LSS’s opened post-Labor Day (Somerset and 
Worcester) 

• 2007-2008 through 2008-2009: One (1) LSS opened post-Labor Day (Worcester) 
• 2009-2010 through 2013-2014: Zero LSS open post-Labor Day 

 
Chart, School System Closures December 2009 – February 2010 
This chart provides a sample of the number of days LSS’s had to modify their existing calendars 
to meet the 180-day requirement inclusive of any waivers that were granted by the Maryland 
State Board of Education due to natural disaster, civil disaster or severe weather conditions.  In 
the most extreme cases: Allegany had to add 8 days to the end of the year and Garrett was 
closed for 17 days.  
 
Article, Labor Day in United States 
This article provides a historical perspective on Labor Day and indicates what day in September 
Labor Day falls on from 1990-2020.  The earliest date is September 1st and the latest possible 
date is September 7th.   
 
Air Conditioning in Maryland Public Schools 
 
Chart, Maryland Public Schools Air Conditioning Survey 
This chart provides a summary of percentage of schools with and without air-conditioning for 
each of the 24 LSS’s.  Seventeen (17) LSS’s have 100% of their schools air-conditioned.  
Allegany, Baltimore, Cecil, Garret, Harford, and Wicomico Counties and Baltimore City do not 
have all of their schools air-conditioned.  
 
Studies Regarding a Post-Labor Day Start date for Maryland Public Schools 
 
Economic Impact of a Post-Labor Day Start Date for Maryland Public Schools, Bureau of 
Revenue Estimates, August 14, 2013 
Study highlighting the benefits to Maryland’s economy and families if schools were required to 
start after Labor Day.  It reports that 8.5 of Maryland families with school aged children would 
take either a new day trip of overnight trip in Maryland, another 5.2% would take a new out-of-
state trip, and the remaining families would devote a least one additional day to family 
activities.  It also reports that Maryland would actualize $74.3 million in direct economic 
activity.  
 



Various Newspaper Articles Concerning Task Force to Study a Post-Labor Day 
Start Date for Maryland Public Schools 
 
 “Mathias Seeks Task Force to Study Later School Start,” The Dispatch, February 22, 2013 
News article announcing Senator Mathias’s introduction of and support for legislation to study 
a post-Labor Day start time.  Highlights the impact felt by local business of losing potential 
business in August when schools start before Labor Day. 
 
“Start school after Labor Day, Md. Is urged,” The Baltimore Sun, August 16, 2013 
News Article reporting on Comptroller Peter Franchots’ release of the August 14, 2013 study 
entitled “Economic Impact of a post-Labor Day Start Date for Maryland Public Schools.”  
Highlights the economic impact of a later start date and includes statements from business 
owners regarding the effect on their businesses under the current calendar system. 
 
“One week and counting,” The Baltimore Sun, August 19, 2013 
Editorial disagreeing with Franchot’s report that starting school after Labor Day would have 
substantial economic rewards for Maryland.  This editorial criticizes the methodology used in 
Franchot’s report, indicates that such a change would place a considerable burden on the 
public schools, and asks why this report only targets public schools when colleges and 
universities also begin before Labor Day.  Finally, it proposes that the more important issue is 
whether or not Maryland is educating its students to their high potential and hints at the 
benefits to year-round schooling.  Finally it concludes with the notion that our sole focus of 
public education should be on better outcomes for students.   
 
“Starting School after Labor Day has serious benefits,” The Baltimore Sun, August 21, 2013 
Letter to the editor from Peter Franchot, Comptroller of Maryland concerning the Sun’s August 
189, 2013 editorial, “One week and Counting.” Mr. Franchot expresses his disappointment with 
the editorial citing it mocked serious educational policy changes that would benefit families, 
small business, and the economy.  He further cites the Sun’s own website that indicates that 
88% of its readers support a post-Labor Day Start.  He also reiterated the financial gains and 
increased family time that Marylanders would benefit from.    
 
“Shorter school summer break is better policy,” The Baltimore Sun, August 21, 2013 
Letter to the editor from Barbara Payne Shelton, educational consultant and adjunct faculty at 
Towson University concerning the August 15, 2013 article, “Post-Labor Day school start pushed 
as economic benefit.” Ms. Shelton expresses her dismay at Franchot’s suggestion of a post 
Labor-Day start date citing that his report gave no indication that families would take more 
vacations, that no consideration was given to the economic impact on families who need to find 
additional child care, and most importantly that no attention was paid to the children’s 
education.  She further indicated that research indicates that students lose knowledge during 
the summer vacation and as such if we are to improve our educational system we should be 
discussing shortening the length of the summer break.   
 



 
“Saving summer at the expense of student learning,” The Washington Post, August 21, 2013 
Editorial opposing a post-Labor Day start citing the costs of a later start date greatly outweigh 
the benefits.  The editorial cites that summer vacation contributes to the achievement gap 
between low-income students and their middle-class and affluent peers and identifies that 
Baltimore’s lower-income students would like suffer more from Franchot’s proposed calendar 
change. 
 
“Franchot gains O’Malley’s support on school start,” The Baltimore Sun, August 21, 2013 
News Article reporting that Franchot’s campaign to start schools after Labor Day has received 
the cautious support of Governor Martin O’Malley. O’Malley’s spokesperson further indicated 
that O’Malley wants to wait to act until after the task force makes its recommendations but 
that he realizes that tourism is important to Maryland economy. 
 
“Post-Labor Day school start merits investigation,” The Baltimore Sun, August 22, 2013 
Letter to the editor from David D. Reel, President and CEO of the Maryland Hotel and Lodging 
Association; Kathleen T. Snyder, President and CEO of the Maryland Chamber of Commerce; 
and Thomas B. Riford, President and CEO of the Hagerstown and Washington County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau concerning the August 19, 2013 Baltimore Sun editorial, “One 
week and counting.”  This letter emphasizes the importance of this task force and asks the 
editorial board of the Baltimore Sun to allow the Task Force to issue its findings before 
“prejudging an issue that can have a profound effect on the economy and education system of 
Maryland.” 
 
“Franchot’s school proposal doesn’t hold water,” The Baltimore Sun, August 22, 2013 
Letter to the editor from David Shauck, Teacher Baltimore County Public Schools concerning the 
August 15, 2013 article “Post-Labor Day school start pushed as economic benefit.”  This letter 
disagrees with Franchot’s plan to start schools after Labor Day citing the 180 school day 
requirement, which would require schools to remain open later in June.  Mr. Shauck indicates 
that under Franchot’s plan businesses would be impacted in June and children in schools 
without air condition may also be affected.   
 
“Our say: Delaying school’s start a backward-looking idea,” Capital Gazette, August 23, 2013 
Editorial criticizing Franchot’s report citing the families already have sufficient time to vacation, 
that trimming holidays and teacher preparation days from school calendars to meet the 180-
day requirement will not be received well by school systems and teacher unions, and that the 
anticipated revenue is minimal.  Finally the editorial recommends reducing the duration of 
summer vacation to eliminate the need for re-teaching that occurs in the beginning of each 
school year due to students loss of academic skills. 
 
 
 
 
 



“Let summer last,” The Star Democrat, August 26, 2013 
Editorial supporting Franchot’s policy change to require Maryland public schools to start after 
Labor Day.  Article cites that this delayed start date would benefit to Maryland families, small 
businesses and tourism, and states that this proposal could be a win-win for the educational 
system and the economy. 
 
“Year-round school would benefit kids, economy,” The Baltimore Sun, August 27, 2013 
Letter to the editor from Elizabeth Heubeck, Freelance writer, concerning Comptroller Peter 
Franchot’s recently released report suggesting a later school start.    This letter disagrees with 
Franchot’s plan stating that families are not “in the frame of mind” to take a vacation the week 
before Labor Day; she proposes that they are in fact preparing for the start of school.  Ms. 
Heubeck goes further to propose a drastic change to make school year-round, with a greater 
number of shorter breaks throughout the 12-month period.  She further stipulates that if 
teachers were not spending the first several week of school reviewing what was forgotten over 
the summer, that perhaps it would help the United States be better positioned to complete 
with our global counterparts.   
 
“Summer programs needed to boost student achievement,” the Baltimore Sun, August 27, 
2013 
Letter to the editor from Matthew Boulay, Chairman of the National Summer Learning 
Association, concerning Comptroller Peter Franchot’s recently released report and Governor 
O’Malley’s Support of it in “Franchot gains O’Malley’s support on school start.”  Mr. Boulay 
argues that the issue is not when school starts but assuring that all children have access to 
meaningful summer experiences;  citing research completed by Johns Hopkins University and 
Baltimore City Public Schools which demonstrated that children that do not have stimulating 
experiences over the summer suffer significant academic loses.  He challenges policymakers to 
research the need for strong summer programming to reduce the achievement gap and 
dropout rate while strengthening our families, communities, and workforce. 
 
“Don’t reject out of hand a post-Labor Day start for schools,” The Baltimore Sun, September 
4, 2013 
Letter to the editor from Senator Jim Mathias, representing Somerset, Worcester, and 
Wicomico counties and Delegate Wendell Beitzel, representing Allegany and Garrett counties, 
concerning the August 19, 2013 editorial “One week and counting.”  This letter expresses 
disappointment that The Sun did not allow the task force to opportunity to study this issue and 
release its report prior to providing their opinion.  Furthermore, it emphasizes the economic 
impact that Maryland could experience, that families would have more time together, and that 
some students and teachers rely on additional summer income to support their families.  
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Chapter 336 

(Senate Bill 963) 

 

AN ACT concerning 

 

Task Force to Study a Post–Labor Day Start Date for Maryland Public 

Schools 

 

FOR the purpose of establishing the Task Force to Study a Post–Labor Day Start Date 

for Maryland Public Schools; providing for the membership, chair, and staff for 

the Task Force; prohibiting a member of the Task Force from receiving certain 

compensation; authorizing a member of the Task Force to receive 

reimbursement for certain expenses; requiring the Task Force to study issues 

relating to a post–Labor Day start date for Maryland public schools; requiring 

the Task Force to report to the Governor and the General Assembly on or before 

a certain date; providing for the termination of this Act; and generally relating 

to the Task Force to Study a Post–Labor Day Start Date for Maryland Public 

Schools.    

 

 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

MARYLAND, That: 

 

 (a) There is a Task Force to Study a Post–Labor Day Start Date for 

Maryland Public Schools. 

 

 (b) The Task Force consists of the following members: 

 

  (1) two members of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the 

President of the Senate; 

 

  (2) two members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker 

of the House; 

 

  (3) the State Superintendent of Schools, or the State Superintendent’s 

designee; and 

 

  (4) the following members, appointed by the Governor: 

 

   (i) four representatives of local school systems in the State, two 

of whom are teachers; 

 

   (ii) one representative of the Maryland State Education 

Association; 
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   (iii) four representatives of businesses impacted by summer 

tourism;  

 

   (iv) one representative of the Maryland Tourism Development 

Board; 

 

   (v) one student who attends a Maryland public high school;  

 

   (vi) one parent of a student enrolled in a Maryland public 

elementary school; 

 

   (vii) one parent of a student enrolled in a Maryland public middle 

school; and 

 

   (viii) one parent of a student enrolled in a Maryland public high 

school. 

 

 (c) The Governor shall designate the chair of the Task Force. 

 

 (d) The State Department of Education shall provide staff for the Task Force. 

 

 (e) A member of the Task Force: 

 

  (1) may not receive compensation as a member of the Task Force; but 

 

  (2) is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard 

State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget. 

 

 (f) The Task Force shall study the impact of moving the start date of the 

public school year in the State to after Labor Day on the following areas: 

 

  (1) the education system, including the academic calendar, planning, 

administration, and facilities use;  

 

  (2) the economy; and 

 

  (3) summer tourism. 

 

 (g) On or before June 30, 2014, the Task Force shall report its findings and 

recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2–1246 of the State 

Government Article, the General Assembly. 

 

 SECTION 2.  AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect 

July 1, 2013.  It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and, at the end of June 30, 

2014, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall be 

abrogated and of no further force and effect. 
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Approved by the Governor, May 2, 2013. 



 

  SB 963 

Department of Legislative Services 
Maryland General Assembly 

2013 Session 
 

FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE 

        

Senate Bill 963 (Senator Mathias, et al.) 

Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Ways and Means 

 

Task Force to Study a Post-Labor Day Start Date for Maryland Public Schools 
 

   

This bill establishes a Task Force to Study a Post-Labor Day Start Date for Maryland 

Public Schools.  The task force must study the impact of moving the start date of the 

public school year to after Labor Day on the economy and summer tourism, as well as on 

the education system, including the academic calendar, planning, administration, and 

facilities use.  The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) must provide staff 

for the task force.  The task force must report its findings and recommendations to the 

Governor and the General Assembly by June 30, 2014. 

 

The bill takes effect July 1, 2013, and terminates June 30, 2014. 

 

 

Fiscal Summary 
 

State Effect:  Any expense reimbursements for task force members and staffing costs for 

MSDE are assumed to be minimal and absorbable within existing resources. 

  

Local Effect:  None. 

  

Small Business Effect:  None. 

  

 

Analysis 
 

Current Law:  Public schools must be open for at least 180 days and 1,080 school hours 

during a 10-month period.  However, under certain conditions (a natural disaster, civil 

disaster, and severe weather conditions), the State Board of Education may permit 

schools only to be open for 1,080 school hours. 
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In case of emergency, the State Board of Education may open schools on holidays.  The 

State has designated several days as public school holidays.  They include the following: 

 

 Thanksgiving Day and the day after; 

 Christmas Eve through January 1; 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; 

 Presidents’ Day; 

 Good Friday and Easter Monday; 

 Memorial Day; and 

 primary and general election days for most counties.    

 

Labor Day is a holiday for State employees and is 1 of 11 mandatory bank holidays.   

      

Background:  Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is, according to the 

U.S. Department of Labor, a tribute to the contributions workers have made to the 

strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.  Local school systems in Maryland 

are typically closed on Labor Day. 

 

According to posted calendars for the 2012-2013 school year, all 24 local school systems 

opened school for at least some students before Labor Day.  Seventeen school systems 

opened on August 27, or five school days before Labor Day.  Of the remaining 

seven school systems, three (Cecil, St. Mary’s, and Washington counties) opened school 

on August 22; three (Calvert, Dorchester, and Talbot counties) opened school on 

August 21; and Prince George’s County opened school for student attendance on 

August 20 (10 school days prior to Labor Day).  Several school systems begin the school 

year for kindergarten and/or prekindergarten a few days after the start date for other 

students.  For the 2012-2013 school year, Prince George’s County public schools are 

scheduled to close on June 7 and school systems statewide are scheduled to be closed for 

attendance by mid-June.   

 

Per Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR), the fall sports season begins the sixth 

Saturday following the first full week in July (i.e., before Labor Day).  Participating 

schools may not participate in a regularly scheduled game until at least 20 calendar days 

have elapsed after and including the first day of practice.  Golf is the only exception to 

this regulation.  Fall sports include cross country, football, field hockey, golf, soccer, and 

volleyball.  According to the rules set forth in COMAR, the first practice day for fall 

sports was August 11 in 2012 and will be set at August 17 for 2013.              
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Additional Information 
 

Prior Introductions:  None. 

 

Cross File:  HB 1502 (Delegate Healey, et al.) – Ways and Means. 

 

Information Source(s):  U.S. Department of Labor, Maryland State Department of 

Education, Department of Legislative Services 

 

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - March 13, 2013 

 mlm/rhh 

 

Analysis by:   Scott P. Gates  Direct Inquiries to: 

(410) 946-5510 

(301) 970-5510 

 



Statute Text 
 

Article Education 
 
 
§7–103.   
 

(a)   Except as provided in subsections (b), (e), and (f) of this section, each public school under the 
jurisdiction of a county board: 
 

(1)    (i)   Shall be open for pupil attendance for at least 180 actual school days and a 
minimum of 1,080 school hours during a 10–month period in each school year; or 

(ii)   If normal school attendance is prevented because of conditions described in 
subsection (b) of this section, shall be open for at least 1,080 hours during a 10–month period; 
 

(2)   Shall be open for pupil attendance a minimum of 3 hours during each school day; and 
 

(3)   May not be open on Saturdays, Sundays, or holidays in order to meet the 180–day or 
1,080–hour requirement of this subsection. 
 

(b)    (1)   If a county board submits a written application to the State Board that describes a 
demonstrated effort by the county board to comply with subsection (a) of this section, the State Board may 
permit: 

(i)   Adjustments in the length of the school year; 
(ii)   Exceptions from the requirement that the school year be completed within a 10–

month period; 
(iii)   Adjustments in the length of the school day; and 
(iv)   Schools to be open on holidays. 

 
(2)   These adjustments may be granted only if normal school attendance is prevented 

because of: 
(i)   Natural disaster; 
(ii)   Civil disaster; or 
(iii)   Severe weather conditions. 

 
(3)   Education funding from State or local sources may not be reduced if there are less than 

180 school days in any year because of an approved application under this subsection. 
 

(4)   In case of emergency, the State Board may open schools on holidays. 
 

(c)    (1)   The following days are public school holidays: 
(i)   Thanksgiving Day and the day after; 
(ii)   Christmas Eve and from then through January 1; 
(iii)   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; 
(iv)   Presidents’ Day; 
(v)   The Friday before Easter and from then through the Monday after Easter; 
(vi)   Memorial Day; and 
(vii)   Primary and general election days. 

 



(2)   If the federal and State observances of a holiday are on different days, the board of 
education of each county shall determine which date shall be the date of observance for the public schools 
within the county. 
 

(3)   The public schools shall devote a part of the day to appropriate exercises for the 
following days: 

(i)   Washington’s Birthday; 
(ii)   Lincoln’s Birthday; 
(iii)   Veterans’ Day; 
(iv)   Columbus Day; 
(v)   Arbor Day; and 
(vi)   Any other day of national significance. 

 
(4)   Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, the public schools, in the following 

counties, may remain open and in session on primary and general election days: 
 

(i)   Calvert; 
(ii)   Caroline; 
(iii)   Dorchester; 
(iv)   Kent; 
(v)   Talbot; and 
(vi)   Worcester. 

(d)   Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, the State Board shall divide the school year 
into the terms it considers appropriate. 

(e)    (1)   The county boards of Allegany, Anne Arundel, Calvert, Howard, Montgomery, and Prince 
George’s counties, and the Board of School Commissioners of Baltimore City, may elect to operate one or 
more schools within the county or Baltimore City on a year–round basis, provided that the 180–day and the 
minimum hour requirements under this section are met. 

(2)   Nothing in this section precludes a county board from conducting a year–round pilot 
study or program that is funded by the county board. 

(f)   Publicly funded prekindergarten programs are not subject to the requirements of subsection (a) 
of this section. 
 



13A.02.01.04  

.04 Length of the School Year.  

A. Schools shall be open a minimum of 180 days per year. In implementing Education Article, 
§7-103, Annotated Code of Maryland, a waiver of the 180-day requirement will be granted by 
the State Board of Education to local school systems only when:  

(1) They demonstrate that sufficient effort has been made through calendar planning and 
modification; and  

(2) Natural or civil disasters or severe weather conditions are sufficiently significant to warrant 
waiver.  

B. The closing of individual schools does not require a waiver by the State Board of Education 
but may be granted by permission of the State Superintendent of Schools upon request of the 
local superintendent of schools.  

C. Application for Waiver.  

(1) In the required written application for waiver of school days, it shall be demonstrated that:  

(a) The local school system developed a calendar which included days to be used to make up 
days lost. Depending upon past experience, this number could range from 3 to 10 days 
throughout the State. The local school system calendar shall have identified those potential 
make-up days which could have been used as student days when calendar modification becomes 
necessary; that is, make-up days, student vacation days, etc.  

(b) The local school system has modified its calendar by scheduling school on the make-up days 
provided in the original calendar and by extending the school year 5 days beyond the previously 
scheduled closing date.  

(2) In considering this application, the State Board of Education may waive:  

(a) The final day needed to complete the 180-day schedule if that day falls on a Monday;  

(b) Additional days beyond those specified in §C(1)(b) of this regulation that would have to be 
added to the calendar to complete a 180-day schedule.  

 

http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=13a.02.01.04.htm 

 

 

http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=13a.02.01.04.htm
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.12 General Provisions.

A. Length of School Year. Maryland public high schools shall be open for at least 180 school days and a minimum of 1,170 school
hours during a 10-month period in each school year.

B. Transfer Students.

(1) Attendance Requirements.

(a) To receive a diploma, a student shall be in attendance at a Maryland public high school one full semester immediately preceding
graduation in addition to meeting the other diploma requirements.

(b) In cases where this requirement creates an undue hardship for a student transferring to or from a Maryland nonpublic school or
from an out-of-State school and wishing to receive a Maryland high school diploma, the local superintendent of schools may waive
the one full semester attendance requirement.

(c) Exception shall be made for a student with disabilities in a State-approved nonpublic program.

(d) Students transferring from one Maryland public high school to another during the second semester of their senior year and meeting
all requirements for graduation shall be given the option of graduating from either high school by agreement of the local
superintendent of schools or the respective local superintendents when more than one local school system is involved.

(2) Maryland High School Assessment Exemption Requirements.

(a) A student who transfers from a nonpublic school or a school out of State is exempt from one or more of the Maryland High School
Assessments if, consistent with local school system policy and procedure, the principal of the Maryland public school in which the
student enrolls determines that the course taken is aligned with the relevant High School Assessment and awards the student credit for
taking any of the courses aligned with the High School Assessments, that is, algebra/data analysis, biology, English, or government, or
all of these, in accordance with the principles set forth in §B(2)(c) of this regulation.

(b) A student who transfers from a nonpublic school or a school out of State and has not received credit for algebra/data analysis but
has demonstrated mastery of the core learning goals of algebra/data analysis either through an evaluation or successful completion of
subsequent mathematics courses for which algebra/data analysis is a prerequisite is exempt from the Maryland High School
Assessment for algebra/data analysis.

(c) To award credit for taking any of the courses aligned with the High School Assessments, that is, algebra/data analysis, biology,
English, or government, a principal shall determine through the following considerations whether the transfer student demonstrates
subject matter knowledge aligned with the content standards for the subject:

(i) Administration of standardized tests and examinations;

(ii) Observation of the student in the classroom;

(iii) Use of interviews that are focused around the student's demonstration of course content knowledge and performance levels; and

(iv) Inspection of transcripts, report cards, and other documentation.

(d) A student who transfers from a nonpublic school or from a school out of State into a local school system after the first semester of
his or her senior year is exempt from the Maryland High School Assessment Requirements.

(e) The exemption provided in §B(2)(d) of this regulation does not apply to a student with disabilities in a State-approved nonpublic
program.

(3) Local Graduation Requirements. A student who enters a local school system in his or her senior year shall be granted a waiver
from locally established graduation requirements unless the student chooses to fulfill the requirements.

(4) Unavailability of Official Transcript. If the transcript of record is not available, a local superintendent of schools or designee
shall determine the appropriate placement of the student within the high school program by an evaluation of the student that shall
include one or more of the following:

13A.03.02.12



(a) Administration of standardized tests and examination;

(b) Observation of the student in a classroom setting;

(c) Use of interviews that are focused around the student's demonstration of course content knowledge and performance levels;

(d) Inspection of report cards and other documentation.

C. Notice to Parents or Guardians and Students. Each principal shall inform all students and their parents or guardians annually at a
minimum of the following:

(1) Maryland's graduation requirements;

(2) The student's progress on fulfilling the credit, Maryland High School Assessment, service, and applicable IEP requirements for
graduation;

(3) The results of each Maryland High School Assessment taken by the student;

(4) A plan for appropriate assistance, if applicable; and

(5) The Department's schedule for Maryland School Assessment and Maryland High School Assessment administration.

D. Grading and Reporting.

(1) Each local school system shall develop a written policy on grading and reporting that shall include but not be limited to the
following:

(a) Establishment of instructional objectives and standards of performance for each course;

(b) Factors to be used in determining grades;

(c) Reporting contacts between parent (guardian) and teacher; and

(d) Compliance with the student record requirements as set forth in COMAR 13A.08.02.

(2) Each local school system shall file its policies on grading and reporting with the State Superintendent of Schools.

13A.03.02.12



SC
H

O
O

L
 Y

E
A

R
 2

01
3-

20
14

 
 

M
A

R
Y

L
A

N
D

 S
T

A
T

E
 D

E
PA

R
T

M
E

N
T

 O
F 

E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

 
PU

B
L

IC
 S

C
H

O
O

L
 O

PE
N

IN
G

S 
A

N
D

 C
L

O
SI

N
G

S 
R

ev
is

ed
 8

/2
0/

20
13

 
 

 
SC

H
O

O
L 

SY
ST

E
M

 

 
FI

R
ST

 D
A

Y
 

 

 
M

SE
A

  
 

 
T

H
A

N
K

SG
IV

IN
G

 
H

O
L

ID
A

Y
 

 

 
W

IN
T

E
R

 
B

R
E

A
K

 
 

 
SP

R
IN

G
 

B
R

E
A

K
 

 

  
O

T
H

E
R

 C
L

O
SI

N
G

S 
A

N
D

 H
O

L
ID

A
Y

S 
 

 
L

A
ST

 
D

A
Y

 
 

A
lle

ga
ny

 
A

ug
 2

6 
 

N
ov

 2
8-

D
ec

 2
 

D
ec

 2
3-

Ja
n 

1 
A

pr
 1

7-
21

 
9/

2,
 1

0/
3,

 1
/2

0,
 2

/6
; 2

/1
7,

 5
/2

6 
M

ay
 3

0 
A

nn
e 

A
ru

nd
el

 
A

ug
 2

6*
* 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

Ja
n 

1 
A

pr
 1

4-
21

 
9/

2,
 9

/5
, 1

1/
25

, 1
1/

26
, 1

/2
0,

 1
/2

7,
 1

/2
8,

 2
/1

7,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
7 

B
al

tim
or

e 
C

ity
 

A
ug

 2
6 

 
N

ov
 2

8-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/2

7,
 1

0/
17

, 1
0/

18
, 1

1/
15

, 1
/2

0,
 1

/3
1,

 2
/1

7,
 4

/4
, 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

16
 

B
al

tim
or

e 
A

ug
 2

6 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

8-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/5

, 1
1/

1,
 1

/1
5,

 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
1,

 2
/1

7,
 3

/3
1,

 5
/2

6 
Ju

ne
 1

7 
C

al
ve

rt 
A

ug
 2

0 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

7-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/1

8,
 9

/2
7,

 1
1/

11
, 1

/2
0,

 1
/2

9,
 2

/5
, 2

/1
7,

 3
/2

1,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
2 

C
ar

ol
in

e 
A

ug
 2

6 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

7-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
3 

A
pr

 1
7-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/1

3,
 1

1/
11

, 1
2/

11
, 1

/2
0,

 1
/2

1,
 2

/1
7,

 4
/4

, 5
/2

6 
Ju

ne
 1

3 
C

ar
ro

ll 
A

ug
 2

6 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

8-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/5

, 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
1,

 2
/1

7,
 2

/1
8,

 5
/2

6 
Ju

ne
 1

2 
C

ec
il 

A
ug

 2
2#

# 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

7-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
8-

21
 

9/
2,

 1
0/

21
, 1

1/
1,

 1
/1

6,
 1

/1
7,

 1
/2

0,
 2

/1
4,

 2
/1

7,
 3

/2
8,

 3
/3

1,
 4

/1
7,

 5
/2

3,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 6
 

C
ha

rle
s 

A
ug

 2
6 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

Ja
n 

3 
A

pr
 1

4-
21

 
9/

2,
 9

/1
3,

 1
1/

6,
 1

1/
11

, 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
7,

 2
/5

, 2
/1

7,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
2 

D
or

ch
es

te
r 

A
ug

 2
6+

 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

7-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
31

 
A

pr
 1

8-
21

 
9/

2,
 9

/3
0,

 1
0/

1,
 1

2/
9,

 1
/1

, 1
/2

0,
 2

/1
7,

 2
/2

4,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
0 

Fr
ed

er
ic

k 
A

ug
 1

9 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

7-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/5

, 9
/2

0,
 1

0/
25

, 1
/1

3,
 1

/2
0,

 2
/1

7,
 2

/1
8,

 3
/2

1,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
1 

G
ar

re
tt 

A
ug

 2
6 

 
N

ov
 2

8-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
31

 
A

pr
 1

4-
17

 
9/

2,
 1

0/
11

, 1
2/

2,
 1

/1
, 1

/2
0,

 2
/1

7,
 4

/1
8,

 4
/2

1,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 3
 

H
ar

fo
rd

 
A

ug
 2

6 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

8-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
6-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/5

, 1
0/

31
, 1

1/
1,

 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
1,

 1
/2

2,
  2

/1
7,

 4
/1

4,
 4

/1
5,

 5
/2

6 
Ju

ne
 9

 
H

ow
ar

d 
A

ug
 2

6 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

8-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

9/
2,

 9
/5

, 1
1/

1,
 1

1/
27

, 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
1,

 2
/1

4,
 2

/1
7,

 4
/2

4,
 5

/1
6,

 5
/2

6 
Ju

ne
 1

8 
K

en
t 

A
ug

 2
6#

 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

7-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
1 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

8/
30

, 9
/2

, 1
0/

17
, 1

0/
21

, 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
1,

 2
/1

7,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
3 

M
on

tg
om

er
y 

A
ug

 2
6 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
8-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

31
 

A
pr

 1
4-

17
 

9/
2,

 9
/5

, 1
/1

, 1
/2

0,
1/

21
, 2

/1
7,

 3
/2

8,
 4

/1
8,

 4
/2

1,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
2 

Pr
in

ce
 G

eo
rg

e’
s 

A
ug

 1
9 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

Ja
n 

1 
A

pr
 1

4-
21

 
9/

2,
 9

/5
, 9

/2
7,

 1
0/

28
, 1

1/
11

, 1
/1

7,
 1

/2
0,

 2
/1

4,
 2

/1
7,

 3
/2

8,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 6
 

Q
ue

en
 A

nn
e’

s 
A

ug
 2

6+
+ 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

Ja
n 

1 
A

pr
 1

7-
22

 
9/

2,
 1

0/
17

, 1
1/

4,
 1

/2
0,

 1
/2

1,
 1

/2
2,

 2
/1

7,
 5

/2
6 

 
Ju

ne
 1

2 
St

. M
ar

y’
s 

A
ug

 2
1 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
8-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

31
 

A
pr

 1
4-

17
 

9/
2,

 9
/2

0,
 1

0/
14

, 1
1/

11
, 1

1/
27

, 1
/1

, 1
/1

7,
 1

/2
0,

 2
/1

7,
 4

/1
8,

 4
/2

1,
 5

/2
, 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
2 

So
m

er
se

t 
A

ug
 2

6 
O

ct
 1

8 
N

ov
 2

8-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
3 

A
pr

 1
7-

21
 

8/
30

, 9
/2

, 9
/2

3,
 1

0/
21

, 1
1/

27
, 1

/2
0,

 1
/2

4,
 2

/1
4,

 2
/1

7,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
2 

Ta
lb

ot
 

A
ug

 2
7 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 1
9-

Ja
n 

1 
A

pr
 1

7-
22

 
9/

2,
 1

0/
17

, 1
1/

7,
 1

1/
8,

 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
1,

 2
/1

7,
 5

/2
, 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
1 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

A
ug

 2
1 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

31
 

A
pr

 1
4-

21
 

9/
2,

 1
0/

28
, 1

0/
29

, 1
/1

, 1
/2

0,
 1

/2
1,

 2
/1

7,
 3

/2
7,

 3
/2

8,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
2 

W
ic

om
ic

o 
A

ug
 2

6*
 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

Ja
n 

3 
A

pr
 1

7-
21

 
9/

2,
 9

/2
7,

 1
1/

4,
 1

/2
0,

 1
/2

4,
 2

/1
7,

 3
/3

1,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 6
 

W
or

ce
st

er
 

A
ug

 2
6 

O
ct

 1
8 

N
ov

 2
7-

29
 

D
ec

 2
3-

Ja
n 

3 
A

pr
 1

7-
21

 
9/

2,
 1

1/
4,

 1
1/

5,
 1

/2
0,

 1
/2

7,
 2

/1
7,

 3
/2

8,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
2 

SE
ED

 S
ch

oo
l 

A
ug

 2
6 

 
N

ov
 2

7-
29

 
D

ec
 2

3-
Ja

n 
3 

A
pr

 1
4-

18
 

9/
2,

 1
1/

25
, 1

1/
26

, 1
/2

0,
 2

/1
7,

 4
/2

1,
 5

/2
6 

Ju
ne

 1
3 

Sa
ve

:S
ch

oo
lO

pe
ni

ng
sC

lo
si

ng
s2

01
3-

14
 

 
 

 
*W

I A
ug

 2
6 

G
ra

de
s 1

-6
, 9

 a
ll 

gr
ad

es
 P

itt
sv

ill
e,

 G
ra

de
 6

 a
t M

ar
de

lla
; A

ug
 2

7 
gr

ad
es

 1
-1

2 
**

A
A

  A
ug

 2
6 

gr
ad

es
 1

-5
, 6

 &
9,

 A
ug

 2
7 

gr
ad

es
 1

-1
2 

 
# 

K
EN

T 
A

ug
 2

6 
gr

ad
es

 k
-5

, 6
 &

 9
, A

ug
 2

7 
gr

ad
es

 k
-1

2 
  (

10
/1

6-
sc

ho
ol

s o
pe

n,
 1

0/
21

 sc
ho

ol
s c

lo
se

d)
  

+D
O

R
 A

ug
 2

6 
gr

ad
es

 1
-5

, 6
 a

nd
 9

, A
ug

 2
7 

gr
ad

es
 1

-1
2 

 
++

 Q
A

 A
ug

 2
6 

gr
ad

es
 1

-9
, A

ug
 2

7 
gr

ad
es

 1
0-

12
 

##
 C

ec
il 

A
ug

 2
2 

gr
ad

es
 1

-1
2,

 A
ug

 2
7 

pr
e-

k 
&

 k
 



Sc
ho

ol
 S

ta
rt

 a
nd

 E
nd

 D
at

es
 - 

 1
0 

Ye
ar

s o
f H

is
to

ric
al

 D
at

a 

Sc
ho

ol
 Y

ea
r 

20
13

-
20

14
 

20
12

-
20

13
 

20
11

-
20

12
 

20
10

-
20

11
 

20
09

-
20

10
 

20
08

-
20

09
 

20
07

-
20

08
 

20
06

-
20

07
 

20
05

-
20

06
 

20
04

-
20

05
 

La
bo

r D
ay

 
Se

pt
.  

2 
Se

pt
. 3

 
Se

pt
. 5

 
Se

pt
. 6

 
Se

pt
. 7

 
Se

pt
. 1

 
Se

pt
. 3

 
Se

pt
. 4

 
Se

pt
. 5

  
Se

pt
. 6

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sc
ho

ol
 S

ys
te

m
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Al
le

ga
ny

 
8/

26
-5

/3
0 

8/
27

-6
/5

 
8/

24
-6

/1
 

8/
24

-6
/9

* 
9/

1-
6/

14
* 

8/
25

-6
/5

* 
8/

27
-6

/1
0 

8/
28

-6
/5

 
8/

30
-6

/7
 

8/
26

-6
/3

 
An

ne
 A

ru
nd

el
 

8/
26

-6
/1

7 
8/

27
-6

/1
9 

8/
23

-6
/1

2 
8/

23
-6

/1
4 

8/
24

-6
/1

5 
8/

25
-6

/1
0 

8/
27

-6
/6

 
8/

28
-6

/1
4 

8/
29

-6
/1

2 
8/

30
-6

/1
6 

Ba
lti

m
or

e 
Ci

ty
 

8/
26

-6
/1

6 
8/

27
-6

/6
 

8/
29

-6
/1

8 
8/

30
-6

/1
7 

8/
31

-6
/1

6 
8/

25
-6

/1
2 

8/
27

-6
/1

3 
8/

28
-6

/1
2 

8/
29

-6
/1

3 
9/

7-
6/

23
 

Ba
lti

m
or

e 
8/

26
-6

/1
7 

8/
27

-6
/1

8 
8/

29
-6

/1
4 

8/
30

-6
/1

7 
8/

31
-6

/1
8 

8/
25

-6
/1

2 
8/

27
-6

/1
1 

8/
28

-6
/1

9 
8/

29
-6

/1
3 

8/
30

-6
/1

5 
Ca

lv
er

t 
8/

20
-6

/1
2 

8/
21

-6
/1

3 
8/

24
-6

/1
4 

8/
24

-6
/1

4 
8/

25
-6

/1
8 

8/
20

-6
/1

2 
8/

28
-6

/1
2 

8/
22

-6
/1

4 
8/

23
-6

/8
 

8/
24

-6
/1

5 
Ca

ro
lin

e 
8/

26
-6

/1
3 

8/
27

-6
/1

1 
8/

24
-6

/8
 

8/
25

-6
/1

0 
8/

24
-6

/1
1 

8/
25

-6
/1

2 
8/

27
-6

/1
0 

8/
29

-6
/1

2 
8/

25
-6

/6
 

8/
26

-6
/9

 
Ca

rr
ol

l 
8/

26
-6

/1
2 

8/
27

-6
/1

2 
8/

30
-6

/1
4 

8/
31

-6
/1

6 
8/

25
-6

/1
0 

8/
26

-6
/1

2 
8/

27
-6

/1
0 

8/
28

-6
/1

5 
8/

29
-6

/8
 

8/
30

-6
/1

6 
Ce

ci
l 

8/
22

-6
/6

 
8/

22
-6

/7
 

8/
24

-6
/8

 
8/

25
-6

/1
6 

8/
26

-6
/1

7 
8/

25
-6

/1
6 

8/
27

-6
/6

 
8/

24
-6

/7
 

8/
25

-6
/9

 
8/

26
-6

/1
5 

Ch
ar

le
s 

8/
26

-6
/1

2 
8/

27
-6

/1
0 

8/
29

-6
/1

5 
8/

30
-6

/2
0 

8/
24

-6
/1

6 
8/

25
-6

/1
2 

8/
27

-6
/1

0 
8/

28
-6

/1
4 

8/
29

-6
/1

2 
8/

30
-6

/1
5 

Do
rc

he
st

er
 

8/
26

-6
/1

0 
8/

21
-6

/1
0 

8/
22

-6
/1

1 
8/

24
-6

/9
 

8/
25

-6
/1

1 
8/

25
-6

/9
 

8/
29

-6
/1

1 
8/

22
-6

/1
2 

8/
23

-6
/2

 
8/

23
-6

/9
 

Fr
ed

er
ic

k 
8/

19
-6

/1
1 

8/
27

-6
/1

8 
8/

29
-6

/1
5 

8/
23

-6
/1

5 
8/

24
-6

/1
1 

8/
25

-6
/1

6 
8/

27
-6

/1
3 

8/
28

-6
/1

5 
8/

25
-6

/1
2 

8/
23

-6
/1

3 
Ga

rr
et

t 
8/

26
-6

/3
 

8/
27

-6
/4

 
8/

24
-5

/3
0 

8/
25

-6
/1

7 
8/

31
-6

/1
6 

8/
26

-6
/1

0 
8/

28
-6

/1
0 

8/
29

-6
/8

 
8/

25
-6

/6
 

8/
26

-6
/2

 
Ha

rf
or

d 
8/

26
-6

/9
 

8/
27

-6
/1

1 
8/

29
-6

/8
 

8/
30

-6
/1

7 
8/

27
-6

/1
5 

8/
25

-6
/1

2 
8/

27
-6

/1
2 

8/
28

-6
/1

1 
8/

29
-6

/1
3 

8/
30

-6
/9

 
Ho

w
ar

d 
8/

26
-6

/1
8 

8/
27

-6
/2

0 
8/

29
-6

/8
 

8/
30

-6
/2

2 
8/

31
-6

/2
3 

8/
25

-6
/1

9 
8/

27
-6

/1
3 

8/
28

-6
/1

4 
8/

29
-6

/1
5 

8/
30

-6
/1

3 
Ke

nt
 

8/
26

-6
/1

3 
8/

27
-6

/1
4 

8/
29

-6
/1

4 
8/

23
-6

/8
 

8/
24

-6
/1

8 
8/

25
-6

/1
7 

8/
27

-6
/6

 
8/

28
-6

/1
4 

8/
29

-6
/9

 
8/

30
-6

/1
6 

M
on

tg
om

er
y 

8/
26

-6
/1

2 
8/

27
-6

/1
4 

8/
29

-6
/1

2 
8/

30
-6

/1
6 

8/
31

-6
/1

6 
8/

26
-6

/1
6 

8/
27

-6
/1

2 
8/

28
-6

/1
4 

8/
29

-6
/1

4 
8/

30
-6

/1
5 

Pr
in

ce
 G

eo
rg

e’
s 

8/
19

-6
/6

 
8/

20
-6

/7
 

8/
22

-6
/8

 
8/

23
-6

/1
7 

8/
24

-6
/1

6 
8/

25
-6

/1
8 

8/
20

-6
/9

 
8/

21
-6

/8
 

8/
22

-6
/9

 
8/

23
-6

/3
 

Q
ue

en
 A

nn
e’

s 
8/

26
-6

/1
2 

8/
27

-6
/1

2 
8/

29
-6

/1
5 

8/
30

-6
/1

7 
8/

24
-6

/1
7 

8/
25

-6
/1

9 
8/

27
-6

/1
2 

8/
28

-6
/1

5 
8/

30
-6

/9
 

8/
30

-6
/1

7 
St

. M
ar

y’
s 

8/
21

-6
/1

2 
8/

22
-6

/1
3 

8/
24

-6
/1

4 
8/

25
-6

/1
6 

8/
26

-6
/1

7 
8/

20
-6

/1
2 

8/
22

-6
/6

 
8/

23
-6

/1
4 

8/
29

-6
/1

3 
8/

30
-6

/2
0 

So
m

er
se

t 
8/

26
-6

/1
2 

8/
27

-6
/1

2 
8/

22
-6

/1
2 

8/
23

-6
/7

 
8/

24
-6

/1
0 

8/
25

-6
/1

1 
8/

27
-6

/6
 

9/
5-

6/
13

 
9/

6-
6/

13
 

9/
7-

6/
16

 
Ta

lb
ot

 
8/

27
-6

/1
1 

8/
21

-6
/5

 
8/

23
-6

/7
 

8/
24

-6
/1

3 
8/

25
-6

/1
0 

8/
25

-6
/1

2 
8/

28
-6

/1
1 

8/
28

-6
/7

 
8/

24
-6

/6
 

8/
25

-6
/1

 
W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
8/

21
-6

/1
2 

8/
22

-6
/1

1 
8/

24
-6

/1
3 

8/
18

-6
/2

 
8/

19
-6

/8
 

8/
20

-6
/3

 
8/

22
-6

/4
 

8/
23

-6
/1

2 
8/

24
-6

/5
 

8/
25

-6
/1

4 
W

ic
om

ic
o 

8/
26

-6
/6

 
8/

27
-6

/6
 

8/
29

-6
/8

 
8/

30
-6

/1
0 

8/
31

-6
/1

8 
8/

25
-6

/1
1 

8/
28

-6
/1

0 
8/

28
-6

/8
 

8/
30

-6
/8

 
9/

7-
6/

14
 

W
or

ce
st

er
 

8/
26

-6
/1

2 
8/

27
-6

/1
1 

8/
29

-6
/1

3 
8/

30
-6

/1
0 

8/
31

-6
/1

5 
9/

2-
6/

16
 

9/
4-

6/
12

 
9/

5-
6/

15
 

9/
6-

6/
13

 
9/

7-
6/

20
 

*s
ig

ni
fic

an
t 

w
ea

th
er

 is
su

es
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
SC

H
O

O
L

 S
Y

ST
E

M
 C

L
O

SU
R

E
S 

   
   

   
   

   
 

D
ec

em
be

r 
21

-2
3,

 2
00

9 
an

d 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 8

-1
6,

 2
01

0 
*O

pe
ne

d 
O

n 
Pr

es
id

en
t’

s D
ay

 (2
/2

5)
  

**
 O

pe
ne

d 
on

 P
ro

f. 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t D

ay
 

 
  

   

Sc
ho

ol
 S

ys
te

m
 

D
ec

 2
1,

 2
00

9 
D

ec
 2

2,
 2

00
9 

D
ec

 2
3,

 2
00

9 
Fe

b 
 8

 
Fe

b 
 9

 
Fe

b 
10

 
Fe

b 
11

 
Fe

b 
12

 
Fe

b 
16

 
Em

er
ge

nc
y 

da
ys

 in
   

   
ca

le
nd

ar
 

# 
da

ys
 

cl
os

ed
 

08
/0

9 
- 

2/
19

/1
0+

 
A

lle
ga

ny
   

   
   

   
   

  C
lo

se
d 

2 
ho

ur
 d

el
ay

 
O

pe
n 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

Pr
of

 d
ev

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
Pr

of
 d

ev
 

8 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
   

   
   

   
 

9 
A

nn
e 

A
ru

nd
el

   
   

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
4 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   
 10

 
B

al
tim

or
e 

C
ity

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

5 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
   

   
   

   
  

9 
B

al
tim

or
e 

   
   

   
   

   
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
2 

hr
. d

el
ay

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
7 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   
  8 

C
al

ve
rt 

   
   

   
   

   
   

 C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
2 

ho
ur

 
5 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
9 

C
ar

ol
in

e 
   

   
   

   
   

  W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
4 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

 
8 

C
ar

ro
ll 

   
   

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

Pr
of

 d
ev

 
5 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
8 

C
ec

il 
   

   
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

2 
ho

ur
 

7 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
   

   
   

   
  

8 
C

ha
rle

s  
   

  
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

2 
ho

ur
 

4 
da

ys
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 c
al

.  
   

   
   

 
7 

D
or

ch
es

te
r  

   
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
 

C
lo

se
d 

1 
ho

ur
 

5 
da

ys
 in

cl
ud

e 
in

 c
al

.  
   

   
   

   
   

  9
 

Fr
ed

er
ic

k 
   

  
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
5 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   1
2 

G
ar

re
tt 

   
 

O
pe

n 
O

pe
n 

O
pe

n 
2 

hr
. d

el
ay

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

5 
da

ys
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 c
al

.  
   

   
 

17
 

H
ar

fo
rd

   
   

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

2 
ho

ur
 d

el
ay

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

4 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
 /2

 
da

ys
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
9 

H
ow

ar
d 

   
  

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

5 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
   

   
   

   
   

8 
K

en
t  

   
   

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
5 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
8 

M
on

tg
om

er
y 

   
  

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

2 
ho

ur
 

4 
da

ys
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 c
al

. 
W

ill
 a

dd
 5

 d
ay

s i
f n

ec
. 

9 

Pr
in

ce
 G

eo
rg

e’
s  

  
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
Pr

of
 d

ev
 

C
lo

se
d 

4 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
   

   
   

   
   

9 
Q

ue
en

 A
nn

e’
s  

   
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
 

C
lo

se
d 

90
 m

in
 

5 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
  

*O
PE

N
 2

/1
5 

**
2/

16
   

   
   

   
   

7 

St
. M

ar
y’

s  
   

   
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
1 

ho
ur

 
5 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
. 

O
th

er
 d

ay
s i

de
nt

ifi
ed

   
   

   
   

   
   

  10
 

So
m

er
se

t 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

 
C

lo
se

d 
1 

ho
ur

 
3 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   
   8 

Ta
lb

ot
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
 

C
lo

se
d 

O
pe

n 
D

ay
s a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
  

*O
PE

N
 2

/1
5 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
8 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

   
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

 
C

lo
se

d 
2 

ho
ur

 
8 

da
ys

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 c

al
.  

   
   

   
   

   
   

 
8 

W
ic

om
ic

o 
   

   
   

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

W
in

te
r B

re
ak

 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
C

lo
se

d 
 

C
lo

se
d 

2 
ho

ur
 

5 
da

ys
 a

dd
ed

 to
 e

nd
   

   
   

   
  

11
 

W
or

ce
st

er
 

2 
hr

s d
el

ay
 

O
pe

n 
W

in
te

r B
re

ak
 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

C
lo

se
d 

2 
ho

ur
 

3 
da

ys
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 c
al

. 
9 



Quick Facts
Labor Day is a federal holiday in the United States.

It gives workers a day of rest and it celebrates their

contribution to the American economy.

Local names
Name Language

Labor Day English

Día del Trabajo Spanish

Labor Day 2013
Monday, September 2, 2013

Labor Day 2014
Monday, September 1, 2014

List of dates for other years

Labor Day is annually held on the first Monday of September. It was originally organized to celebrate

various labor associations' strengths of and contributions to the United States economy. It is largely a

day of rest in modern times. Many people mark Labor Day as the end of the summer season and a last

chance to make trips or hold outdoor events.

Labor Day is a day of rest for many people.
©iStockphoto.com/mstahlphoto

What do people do?
Labor Day is a day of rest or the last chance for many people to go on trips before the summer ends. For students, it is the last chance to organize parties before

school starts again. In some neighborhoods, people organize fireworks displays, barbecues and public arts or sports events. The football season starts on or around

Labor Day and many teams play their first game of the year during Labor Day weekend.

Traditionally, people did not wear white clothes, particularly shoes, after Labor day. However, this custom is slowly dying out. More and more people now wear white

all year round, rather than just in the summer. Similarly, it is the custom to wear a straw cowboy hat from Memorial Day until Labor Day, then a felt one until Memorial

Day comes around again.

May 1 is Lei Day in Hawaii, where celebrations include lei-making competitions, concerts, as well as giving and receiving leis to friends and family.

Public life
Labor Day is a federal holiday. All Government offices, schools and organizations and many businesses are closed. Some public celebrations, such as fireworks

displays, picnics and barbecues, are organized, but they are usually low key events. For many teams, it is the start of the football season. As it is the last chance for

many people to take summer trips, there may be some congestion on highways and at airports. Public transit systems do not usually operate on their regular

timetables.

Background
The first Labor Day was held in 1882. Its origins stem from the desire of the Central Labor Union to create a holiday for workers. It became a federal holiday in 1894.

It was originally intended that the day would be filled with a street parade to allow the public to appreciate the work of the trade and labor organizations. After the

parade, a festival was to be held to amuse local workers and their families. In later years, prominent men and women held speeches. This is less common now, but is

sometimes seen in election years. One of the reasons for choosing to celebrate this on the first Monday in September was to add a holiday in the long gap between

Independence Day and Thanksgiving.

Labor Day in United States



About Labor Day in other countries
Read more about Labor Day.

Labor Day Observances

Mon Sep 3 1990 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 2 1991 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 7 1992 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 6 1993 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 5 1994 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 4 1995 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 2 1996 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 1 1997 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 7 1998 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 6 1999 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 4 2000 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 3 2001 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 2 2002 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 1 2003 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 6 2004 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 5 2005 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 4 2006 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 3 2007 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 1 2008 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 7 2009 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 6 2010 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 5 2011 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 3 2012 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 2 2013 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 1 2014 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 7 2015 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 5 2016 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 4 2017 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 3 2018 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 2 2019 Labor Day National holiday  

Mon Sep 7 2020 Labor Day National holiday  

Other holidays in September 2013 in United States
Rosh Hashana ―Thursday, September 5, 2013

Carl Garner Federal Lands Cleanup Day ―Saturday, September 7, 2013

Labor Day in United States



International Literacy Day ―Sunday, September 8, 2013

National Grandparents Day ―Sunday, September 8, 2013

World Suicide Prevention Day ―Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Patriot Day ―Wednesday, September 11, 2013

International Day for South-South Cooperation ―Thursday, September 12, 2013

International Programmers' Day ―Friday, September 13, 2013

Friday the 13th ―Friday, September 13, 2013

Yom Kippur ―Saturday, September 14, 2013

International Day of Democracy ―Sunday, September 15, 2013

International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer ―Monday, September 16, 2013

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day ―Tuesday, September 17, 2013

International Talk Like a Pirate Day ―Thursday, September 19, 2013

First Day of Sukkot ―Thursday, September 19, 2013

National POW/MIA Recognition Day ―Friday, September 20, 2013

International Day of Peace ―Saturday, September 21, 2013

Emancipation Day ―Sunday, September 22, 2013

September equinox ―Sunday, September 22, 2013

Last Day of Sukkot ―Wednesday, September 25, 2013

Shmini Atzeret ―Thursday, September 26, 2013

World Maritime Day ―Thursday, September 26, 2013

World Tourism Day ―Friday, September 27, 2013

World Rabies Day ―Saturday, September 28, 2013

World Heart Day ―Sunday, September 29, 2013

Gold Star Mother's Day ―Sunday, September 29, 2013

Copyright © Time and Date AS 1995–2013. All rights reserved.
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4

	 A decision to extend the traditional summer vacation beyond the Labor Day holiday for all public 
county school systems in Maryland would have a positive net economic and revenue impact for businesses 
and governments across the state. It would defer the start of the new academic year by six to 14 days for school 
year 2013-2014, depending upon the jurisdiction. In so doing, it would mitigate, for many Maryland families, 
the natural scheduling constraints that are created by the placement of the Labor Day holiday – the longtime, 
traditional capstone to the summer tourist season – within the confines of the public school calendar. While 
Labor Day weekend in Maryland is more commonly associated with family trips to resort destinations such as 
Ocean City and Deep Creek Lake, and for good reason, the aforementioned time window also coincides with 
other major events occurring throughout the state. They include, but are not limited to, the Maryland State Fair 
in Timonium, the Grand Prix of Baltimore and four weeknight home dates at Oriole Park at Camden Yards.

	 By eliminating such constraints, an estimated 8.5% of the 514,680 affected families--those with school age 
children--would take either a new day trip or a new overnight trip to one of Maryland’s three top destinations 
(Baltimore City, Deep Creek Lake, or Ocean City). Another 5.2% would take a new out-of-state day or overnight 
trip, and the remaining families would devote at least one additional day to a family recreational activity within 
their own jurisdiction. The net effect for Maryland is an additional $74.3 million in direct economic activity, 
including $3.7 million in new wages and a separate $7.7 million in state and local revenue. It should also be 
expressly noted that this estimate only includes the direct economic and tax impacts. Incorporating the indirect 
and induced activity would result in a significant upward revision of the total impact.

Executive Summary



5

	 Currently, all Maryland school districts begin the school year earlier than Labor Day. While the majority 
of Maryland’s twenty-four school districts begin one week prior to Labor Day, some begin even earlier. After 
weighing the number of additional school days by affected households, Maryland school districts would average 
an additional 8.7 days of summer vacation if the next school year began on September 3, the day after Labor Day. 
Table 2, below, shows the 2013-2014 school starting dates and the additional number of summer vacation days 
if school started the day after Labor Day in each jurisdiction. Under Maryland law, schools are required to be 
open for at least 180 actual school days and a minimum of 1,080 school hours. In order to adhere to the statute, 
this report assumes additional summer vacation days added to an individual school district would be accounted 
for during each school district’s current school year calendar. Thus, the school calendar change would allow for 
an expansion in the number of summer vacation days, as opposed to a shift from one part of the summer to 
another. 

School Calendar Impact
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	 The mandate of a post-Labor Day school starting date for the 2013-2014 school year would result in 
$74.3 million in new direct economic activity and approximately $7.7 million in new state and local government 
revenues.  More detail about the composition of the impact is shown in Table 3: net economic activity, exclusive 
of new wages, would increase by $70.6 million, state revenue would increase by $5.2 million, local government 
revenue would increase by $2.4 million, and $3.7 million in new wages would be realized. State and local 
revenues include personal and corporate income taxes, sales taxes, accommodations taxes, admissions and 
amusement taxes, as well as certain fees. 

	 The increase in economic activity stems from two components: tourism and family recreational activities. 
The tourism component accounts for new day and overnight trips to Ocean City, Deep Creek Lake, Baltimore 
City and out-of-state. Accounting for $22.2 million in economic activity, the tourism impact represents 30% of 
the total new economic activity.  Further details regarding the impact for each destination are provided later in 
this section. 

	 Family recreational spending accounts for the remaining impact. Family recreational activities include 
close-to-home activities such as going to the movies, enjoying a dinner out, hosting a BBQ, attending the 
Maryland State Fair, attending a baseball game at Oriole Park at Camden Yards or at one of the state’s multiple 
minor-league venues and a myriad of other, similar activities. This impact is estimated at over $52.1 million, or 
approximately 70% of new economic activity. 

Direct Economic Impact
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	 While Maryland boasts many tourism destinations, Ocean City, Deep Creek Lake and Baltimore City 
are the State of Maryland’s largest tourism centers and the focus for this component of the study. Using several 
multi-attribute models which incorporate factors such as income, geography and existing tourism statistics 
(more detail in methodology section), this report estimates the economic impact that a post-Labor Day starting 
date for the upcoming school year would have on these three tourism destinations. The aggregate economic 
activity of these three destinations would account for the vast majority of the in-state tourism impact of a 
starting date change for the 2013-2014 school year. 

Tourism Impact

Ocean City

	 As Maryland’s top family destination, Ocean City visitors experience a classic beach 
vacation. Families can enjoy over ten miles of beach, where fishing and water sports are bountiful. 
With just under three miles of boardwalk, families can play at arcades, shop at boutiques, ride 
amusement rides and dine at restaurants. Additionally, Ocean City boasts several world class golf 
courses. Lastly, the extension of summer vacation would allow more visitors to enjoy Ocean City’s 
Labor Day Weekend Arts and Crafts Festival. 

	 A post-Labor Day school starting date would produce over 21,000 new trips to Ocean 
City. As shown in Table 5, Ocean City’s economic activity would increase by nearly $15 million, 
accounting for 20.1% of the total new economic activity. Due to this increase in economic 
activity, over $930,000 in new wages would be generated. Ocean City would see a significant 
amount of new wages because of its large number of seasonal employees. This wage increase is 
not necessarily correlated with new jobs because it is likely that seasonal employment would be 
extended to accommodate the longer summer vacation period. 
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	 Boasting the Inner Harbor, the National Aquarium, numerous museums, shops and 
restaurants, Baltimore City welcomed over 22 million visitors in 2011. Such a diverse range of options 
and Baltimore’s geographic location, generally bordering or very close to the state’s population 
centers, make it a popular destination for resident day trips. In addition to these general tourism 
activities, a large component of Baltimore City’s popularity originates with the city’s sports teams and 
sporting events. A particularly significant occurrence in this analysis is the timing of the Grand Prix 
of Baltimore. The Grand Prix includes many family-friendly activities and the race event takes place 
over the Labor-Day weekend. 

	 A post-Labor Day school starting date would bring more than 20,000 new family visitors 
to Baltimore City--17,670 for day trips and 2,962 for overnight stays. As shown in Table 6, below, 
Baltimore City’s economic activity would increase by over $16 million, constituting 22.8% of the 
total new economic activity. We estimate approximately $650,000 of new wages would be generated 
from this increase in economic activity. It is important to note that Baltimore City’s wage impact is 
smaller as a share of new economic activity relative to the other tourist destinations. This is largely 
attributable to the year-round nature of Baltimore’s tourism industry relative to the other two 
destinations. 

	 As the largest freshwater lake in Maryland, Deep Creek Lake welcomes an estimated 1.1 
million annual visitors. Families visiting Deep Creek Lake can participate in a wide variety of outdoor 
activities including golfing, boating, hiking, kayaking and fishing. Families also can enjoy the beauty 
of Deep Creek Lake by simply relaxing by the fire or taking in the breathtaking scenery. 

	 A post-Labor Day school starting date would produce nearly 2,000 new family visitors to 
Deep Creek Lake. As shown in Table 7, below, Deep Creek Lake’s economic activity would increase by 
over $2.3 million or 3.3% of the total new economic activity. Additionally, approximately $155,000 of 
new wages would be generated. Similar to Ocean City’s new wages, these do not necessarily account 
for new jobs, since it is likely that seasonal employment would be extended to accommodate the 
longer summer vacation period. Due to the proximity of Deep Creek Lake to Maryland’s population 
centers and visitor statistics, the model predicts fewer trips to this destination relative to the other 
two destinations. 

Baltimore City

Deep Creek Lake
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Out of State and Baseline In State Offsets

	 Although the change to a post-Labor Day school starting date would have a gross positive 
direct economic impact of over $33.5 million for the tourist destinations, approximately $11.3 
million in economic activity must be subtracted to account for resident spending that would occur 
out of state due to a new vacation and for spending that would have occurred in the absence of the 
in-state trips. We estimate that 26,703 Maryland families would travel outside of the state as a result 
of the longer summer vacation--13,926 for an overnight trip and 12,777 for a day trip. The loss of 
the economic activity for those residents totals $3.5 million.  A larger impact stems from the in state 
substitution effect: the $7.8 million in foregone spending that would have occurred had the residents 
not taken an in-state day or overnight trip. For both instances, the counteracting spending is related 
to daily spending for items that would not be purchased in the wake of a new trip, generally non-
durable types of expenditures. The $11.3 million lost is more than offset by the tourism and non-
tourism related gains, making every jurisdiction a net positive. 

Local Family Recreational Activies Impact

	 While a significant impact would be felt within the tourism destinations, the larger and broader effect is 
attributable to families engaging in at-home activities which they could not have otherwise enjoyed, or family 
recreational activities. We assume families that do not take a significant day or overnight trip would each 
introduce one new family recreational activity per week of additional summer vacation time. Examples of such 
activities include a trip to the movie theater, a dinner out, hosting a BBQ, attending the Maryland State Fair or a 
myriad of other such activities.   

	 Table 8, below, highlights an economic non-tourism benefit of over $52 million across all regions of 
Maryland, accounting for roughly 70% of the new economic activity. Therefore, extending the summer season 
by a weighted average of 8.7 days would result in a net increase in economic activity across all jurisdictions in 
Maryland.  
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 1Eastern MD: Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne’s, Talbot, Caroline, Dorchester, Wicomico, Worcester, Somerset; Central MD: Harford, Carroll, 
Baltimore City, Baltimore County, Howard, Anne Arundel; Southern MD: St. Mary’s, Charles, Calvert; Capitol MD: Frederick, Mont-
gomery, Prince George’s; Western MD: Garrett, Allegany, Washington

      The extension of the traditional summer vacation beyond the Labor Day holiday for all public county 
school systems in Maryland would have a substantial positive impact on both the state and local governments’ 
economies. This extension would generate $74.3 million in new direct economic activity, including $3.7 million 
in additional wages, and boost state and local government revenues by $7.7 million. Perhaps most importantly, 
every jurisdiction in the state stands to gain an economic benefit from this change.

      Additionally, it must be stressed that the actual impact of a change to a post-Labor Day school start date is 
likely to be higher than the estimates in this report. Our model does not take into account any multiplier effect 
from the direct increase in economic activity, for this reason alone, the estimate’s risk is entirely to the upside. 
Also, for any given year, the date on which Labor Day falls would alter the number of days in which summer 
vacations would be impacted. For this estimate, the 2013-2014 school year served as the basis, with Labor Day 
falling on the second day of the month; in any given year Labor Day could be on the first or the seventh, leaving 
room, more often than not, for more available summer vacation days and more economic activity. Overall, it 
is likely that the increase in economic activity estimated by the model is conservative and the actual economic 
impact would be higher.

Conclusion
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	 The number of families affected by the proposed school year calendar change was calculated using US 
Bureau of the Census data and student data from the National Center for Education Statistics. Affected families 
by jurisdiction served as the basis for each of the models, allowing the introduction of varying income levels 
and geographical attributes. After determining the number of families impacted, assumptions were made to 
determine the number of families taking a new summer vacation as a result of the additional summer vacation 
days. Although most families did not take another summer vacation, it was assumed that their average spending 
habits would be altered by the newly available summer vacation time. 

	 Several multi-attribute models incorporating income, geography and preference (based on visitor 
information) were developed to determine the destination for new summer vacations. Destinations included 
in the models were Baltimore City, Deep Creek Lake, Ocean City and out-of-state. The out-of-state factor was 
assumed to be directly related to income and preference. Income was weighed higher because, on average, travel 
expenses are greater when traveling out of state. Both a day trip model and an overnight model were developed. 
The day-trip model weighed both income and geography equally, while the overnight model weighed income 
more heavily. 

	 Data was collected on tourism spending in Baltimore City, Deep Creek Lake and Ocean City. The data, 
collected from Maryland’s Department of Business and Economic Development, the City of Ocean City’s 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), Garrett County Chamber of Commerce and Visit Baltimore, 
allowed assumptions to be made regarding average spending per family in each destination.  

	 Using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States Annual Consumer Expenditure database, 
we calculated an average spending at home basis for family recreational activities (entertainment, food away 
from home, etc.). This allowed for a new variable to be calculated for marginal spending on family recreational 
activities. For the tourism offsetting expenditures, similar data was used. The model estimated that every region 
in Maryland would benefit from a net increase in economic activity due to the change in the school calendar.  
	

	 The actual impact of a change to a post Labor Day school start date is likely to differ from the estimates 
in this report. The model does not take into account any multiplier effect from the direct increase in economic 
activity. Additionally, for any given year, the date on which Labor Day falls would alter the number of days in 
which summer vacations would be impacted. Overall, it is likely that the increase in economic activity estimated 
by the model is conservative and the actual economic impact may be higher. 

	 	

Appendix: Methodology
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One week and counting
Our view: Do public schools open too soon? Maryland's
comptroller says yes, the silly-billy

August 19, 2013

Between Egypt and disgraced politicians, August has proven itself a more robust month for news than usual this year, yet

there's always room in the summer doldrums for the wacky and off-beat. And for generations, few individuals have

proven themselves better suited to provide that brand of comic relief than the men who have served as Maryland's

comptroller.

Whether it was Louis L. Goldstein's tireless campaigning or his cheerful but grammatically-challenged signature send-off,

"God bless y'all real good," or even William Donald Schaefer's diatribes against the world or generally bizarre behavior,

Maryland comptrollers have a tradition of quirky entertainment. How comforting to recognize that Peter Franchot, the man

who has held the office since 2007, is continuing this proud tradition.

Free Real Estate License
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The latest evidence of this, of course, is a 12-page report issued by Mr. Franchot claiming that if Maryland's schools

would simply start students back after Labor Day instead of one week earlier, the state would reap substantial economic

rewards: $74.3 million in direct economic activity and $7.7 million in state and local tax  revenue.

Where would this newfound wealth come from? It is the comptroller's belief that Marylanders would take a lot more

vacation days and spend them at places like Ocean City and the Maryland State Fair in Timonium. It would provide, in

the comptroller's own words, "the chance for families  to spend precious time together and build lifelong memories."

And all that as a result of starting school on Sept. 3 instead of Aug. 26. We would be skeptical of the methodology used

by the Bureau of Revenue Estimates, but the one-page description of methodology in the report is so slight on how these

calculations were actually made (aside from using "models" and "data"), that critiquing it would be impossible.

Instead, let's assume Mr. Franchot is correct. Maryland's gross domestic product is along the order of $301 billion, so

$74.3 million would potentially add something between a minuscule and barely discernible amount to it. (That's 0.0025

percent, to be precise.) Meanwhile, school systems across the state would have to completely rewrite their calendars to

either toss out existing holidays or teacher training and planning days or else extend the 180-day school year deeper into

June. This would be problematic for any number of reasons, most glaringly because of the fixed dates of standardized

testing and the need to cover certain curriculum by a certain date.

Add to that the need for days off for planning, for teacher education, to fulfill contracts and to allow parents to take

vacations at other times of the year, and what you would have is a considerable burden for school systems from Ocean

City to Deep Creek Lake. How curious that if this would such a good idea — and Ocean City so desperately needs it to

staff its late-summer tourism attractions — that even the Atlantic beach resort's own Worcester County school system

starts classes in August, not September.

Indeed, it isn't hard to find a lot of neighbors who see the advantage in an August 26 start date for public schools. That's

when students in the District of Columbia go back. Same with students in York, Pa. and New Castle, Del. Classes at

Towson University start in August as do students at the University of Maryland Baltimore  County. Shouldn't the

comptroller get on their case?

What makes this whole exercise especially silly is that what Maryland's elected leaders (including its chief tax collector)

ought to be asking is, why do public schools still take off so much time in the summer? The far more important question

— to the state's economy and well-being — is whether Maryland is educating its children to the highest possible
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Summer vacation  is a vestige of the nation's agricultural past. Year-round schooling might be more effective. Studies

show students who attend school year-round do as well or better than their peers in the traditional schedule. Even some

business leaders have advocated for it as a means to boost employment opportunities for young people beyond the

summer months.

When it comes to public education, our sole focus ought to be on producing better outcomes, not on economic chump

change. As amusing as it may be to see Mr. Franchot advocate for this misguided crusade annually, it's a bit of a guilty

pleasure. Ultimately, the quality of Maryland's public schools is serious stuff, and school systems don't need such sideshow

distractions.
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